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EDITORIAL 


Riding A Tiger 


The Chinese have a proverb, “C’hi Hu Puh Hsia,” 
“Riding a tiger and unable to alight.” 


The world is in much that plight today. The 
discovery of means to unlock atomic energy has 
brought about a situation never faced before— 
For the first time man realizes that not only is it 
possible for civilization to commit suicide, it is even 
possible to destroy the entire world, as we know it. 


Mortal fear has gripped many and certainly 
thinking statesmen and scientists realize that the 
potentialities for evil stagger the imagination. 


The reason for this fear is the realization, ex- 
pressed or unexpressed that the world does not have 
the moral and spiritual power to cope with the 
situation. 


The Church of Jesus Christ has the one antidote 
for the situation. The message of the Gospel, the 
Cross of Jesus Christ, which is still the power of 
God unto salvation to all who will believe. 


This being true how tragic it will be if we fail 
to preach this Gospel and fritter away our time and 
energies on programmes of social reform. 


To our national leaders we would say—DO NOT 
DISCLOSE ONE SINGLE SECRET WHICH WE 
HAVE RELATIVE TO ATOMIC ENERGY. 


To the Church leaders we would say—HOLD 
UP THE WORD OF GOD AND ITS MESSAGE 
TO A LOST AND DYING AND SCARED WORLD. 
THAT IS OUR TASK. —L.N.B. 


Christ As God And 
Saviour 


The World Council of Churches which is in pro- 
cess of formation has so far taken over the doc- 
trinal basis used by the World Conference on 
Faith and Order. This consists in an invitation “‘to 
all Christian bodies throughout the world which 
accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 





At the 1945 meeting of the American Theological 
Committee this formula was subjected to a vigorous 
attack by the “liberal’’ members of the Committee 
ably led by Prof. C. T. Craig, of Oberlin College, 
Dr. Craig maintains that God performed an ulti- 
mate act of redemption and revelation in Jesus 
Christ but rejects the doctrines both of Christ’s 
pre-existence and of His post-existence as mytho- 
logical. His whole interest in Jesus is the historical 
interest. He rejects the conception of the present 
intercession of Christ, the heavenly High Priest, 
as setting up a conflict of two wills in God. To me 
this precious representation of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews keeps before us the fact that God is both 
just and merciful when He forgives our sins— 
Christ pleads the merits of His death and righteous- 
ness so that God is just even in justifying a sinner. 


At the 1946 meeting of the American Theological 
Committee, however, the living, risen, present Christ 
was gloriously emphasized, Dr. George Pidgeon of 
the United Church of Canada said he was present 
when the formula of the World Council was adopt- 
ed and was unable to think of a better statement. 
He did not care to insist on the wording of the in- 
vitation, but did wish to insist that some formula 
be used which equally well maintains the present 
Christ. Our Lord Jesus Christ receives our love, 
faith, worship and devotion not only for what He 
was but as well for what He is, not only for what 
He did but for what He does. In an hour of great 
weariness, these words were made luminous to 
Dr. Pidgeon THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN OUR 
HEARTS BY FAITH. So the great Canadian 
pastor closed his paper with a ringing testimony to 
the reality of the living Christ experienced through- 
out the many years of his ministry. 


From the Lutheran camp Professor E. H. Wahl- 
strom showed that “the Gospel is God Himself 
coming into the world to seek and save the lost.” 
“The message of the Church is that God saves, re- 
conciles, and gives life to His people.” “The Word 
is an active word of God whereby God not only tells 
us something but actually saves us and unites us 
to. Himself. The sacraments are not merely acts 
of confession, but are means whereby God creates 
and maintains the new life.” “The concern of 
Athanasius at Nicaea was to safeguard the reality 
of the gospel of salvation. Redemption could not 
be secured by a half-god or any lower being than 
God Himself. The Arian Christ could not be in 
reality a redeemer of mankind.” 
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A paper on THE UNITIVE AND DIVISIVE 
ELEMENTS IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP sets forth 
public worship as the encounter of Christ with His 
people, resting on the fact that the risen Lord has 
pound Himself to the institution of His worshipping 
Church. “The primary ground of Church service 
(or worship) lies outside ourselves. It lies in the 
presence and action of Jesus Christ.” 


This discussion brings out the fact that though 
the Apostles’ Creed does not use the word God 
for Christ it does maintain the thing which the 
word God maintains in the invitation of the World 
Council and to which Dr. Craig takes exception. 
The Apostles’ Creed not only sets forth the historic 
things done by Christ but as well the “super-his- 
torical” things. It declares that He arose again 
from the dead, ascended into heaven, SITTETH 
ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER 
ALMIGHTY, FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME 
TO JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. In 
maintaining these essential elements of the Chris- 
tian Faith the Apostles’ Creed is implicitly saying 
that Christ is God and Saviour. 


The phrase itself, occurs in the Epistle to Titus, 
Chapter 2, Verse 13, as that. verse is correctly 
translated in the text of the 1946 Revised Stan- 
dard Version of the New Testament, thus: 


“Awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.”’ 


Among the last messages of Alexander Whyte 
the phrase is again found: “Venerable Father,” 
said Justus Jonas to Luther, when he was nearing 
his dark river: “Venerable Father, do you die 
trusting in Jesus Christ as your God and Saviour, 
and subscribing to the whole reformed doctrines 
that you constantly preached to us?” “Yes, cer- 
tainly!’ shouted the great Reformer with his last 
breath. “Yes, certainly! Jesus Christ is my Lord 
and my God, and He is my alone Righteousness 
and Strength both in death as in life!” 


—Wm. C. R. 


What Is The Gospel? 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not Christian ethics. 
It is not morality. It is not social] righteousness. 
These and many other things are the fruits of the 
Gospel. 


We are amazed at the number of fine sermons 
which emphasize Christian ethics but which totally 
ignore the source of power to live such a life. This 
is not the development of goodness inherent in 
every man—it is something which results from be- 
ing born again. 


_Inherent in the Gospel’ message is the fact of 
sin and man’s lost condition. There is nothing 
there to cater to human pride. Because God has 
offered salvation through the death of His Son, 
and because that salvation is obtained by faith 
alone, there is no room f.r boasting. 


For this reason the Gospel message must center 
around the person and work of Christ. Our pride 
and our boasting are in Him and He alone gives 
us the power to live as a Christian. 


In our earnest desire to see a Christian social 
order let us never forget that this can come only by 
the preaching, teaching and living the Gospel as 
presented in the Bible. —L.N.B. 


? 
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“What Profit ... If We Pray?” 
(Job 21:15) 


This is the question of a wicked, prosperous man. 
He has everything he wants. What need for 
him to pray? What profit is there in prayer? We 
are not surprised at such a man asking such a 
question. Satisfied with earthly goods he feels no 
need for God. God, perhaps, is not in all his 
thoughts. 


But sometimes Christian people ask, “What_ is 
the use of praying?” May we try to answer this 
question by asking another—What is prayer? 


Prayer is Listening to God. Someone has said 
that that is one-third of prayer. “Listen and you 
shall live.” Prayer is not lifting up hands or words 
to God, but, our souls to Him. Lift up our souls 
and let Him speak to us and fill us with His 
presence and power. 


If we listen to God we will escape many snares 
and pitfalls—dangerous places, dangerous thoughts, 
dangerous temptations—and this is a very dange- 
rous world in which we live. 


Listen to Him and we will be guided aright; we 
will hear a voice saying, “This is the path, walk 
in i" 

If we listen we will hear His words of comfort 


and encouragement; many a tear will be dried, 
and many an ache relieved. 


Is there no profit in listening to God? Would 
that every other voice were shut out while we 
bend our ears to hear the words He would speak to 
our hearts. “Be still and know that I am God:” 
“Wait, I say, on the Lord.” 


Prayer is Praising and Thanking Him for what 
He has done. The Bible is full of this sort of 
praying. This is one of the things which make the 
Psalms so precious. Let everything that has breath, 
and inanimate creation, join in praising Him. 


The Lord has done great things for us. Are we 
glad? Are we happy? Do we appreciate His 
gifts? ‘““‘Where are the nine?” 


If we should try and count our blessings, 
reckon up what He has done, these blessings would 
be like the sand on the seashore, or the stars in 
Heaven. 


Is such praying profitable? Surely God will 
think more of us, if we do not forget to thank 
Him. We will think more of ourselves, too. And 
the world will know what we think of our God. 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” 


: 


Prayer is Communion and Fellowship. To talk 
over things with some wise, good man; to hold a 
conference with our friends; we think this is well 
worthwhile. 


How much better to talk things over with God! 
Is there any other friend who loves us as much? 
Is there any wiser? 


We can be very intimate and personal when 
we hold a conference with Him. We can confess 
as we cannot to anyone else; we can discuss the 
most pressing and personal problems. When we 
“shut the door, and pray in secret” we can open 
en We can indeed roll our burdens on the 

ord. 
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What a Friend we have in Jesus—what a 
privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. 
Is it strange that this is one of the most popular 
of all our hymns? There is not a Friend like the 
lowly Jesus, and it is a blessed experience to have 
fellowship with Him. 


Part of prayer is Petition—asking for the things 
we need. 


“Behold, a beggar, Lord, 

Waits at thy mercy’s door! 

No hand, no heart, O Lord, but thine, 
Can help or pity wants like mine.” 


“O do not frown and bid me go, 
I must have all thou canst bestow.” 


We must be careful to ask in Jesus’ name, and 
ask according to His will. We often ask for 
things which would harm instead of help. We can 
very easily be mistaken as to what we really need. 


But we are coming to a King; let us large 
petitions bring. Learn to ask for big blessings. 
Study Paul’s petitions. What wonderful things he 
asked for! Knowledge, Love, Strength—all those 
graces and gifts of the Spirit. Is it any wonder 
that Paul was a spiritual giant with a heart of love? 


Is there no profit in such praying? 


Prayer is Intercession—praying for others. The 
noblest prayers in the Bible are of this type: 
Abraham as he prayed for Sodom; Moses as he 
pleaded the cause of Israel; Ezra, as he brought 
his people to God; Daniel on his knees; Paul with 
the care of all the churches on his heart; our 
Savior in the seventeenth of John. 


Is such praying profitable? Turn the pages of 
history and read the answers there. Ask Hezekiah 
as he saw his nation saved and the enemy dead on 
the battlefield, smitten by the angel of the Lord; 
ask Peter as he walked out of prison a free man 
because the church was praying for him; ask the 
mother of Augustine, as she saw her boy saved 
from awful sin and degradation; ask John Knox 
as God gave him Scotland, or George Meuller as 
God gave him the orphans of England, or Hudson 
Taylor, as God gave him the millions of China. 


Are we praying for others as we never prayed 
before; God is wondering again why there are so 
few intercessors. 


What profit—if I pray? 


Is it profitable to eat good, wholesome food 
three times a day so that our bodies may grow 
and keep strong and well? Is it profitable to 
breathe our lungs full of pure fresh air? Is it 
worthwhile to lie down at night and rest when 
tired and worn out with a day of hard work? 
Then it is profitable to pray. Prayer feeds our 
souls on heavenly manna; prayer fills our souls 
with the atmosphere of Heaven; prayer is resting 
our souls in the almighty arms of God and finding 
true peace and joy. 


“Oh how praying rests the weary! 
Prayer will change the night to day: 

So when life seems dark and dreary, 
Don’t forget to pray.” —J.K.P. 
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Not Too Far 


The Devil is deeply concerned about what kind 
of Christians we become. He is an enemy of all 
righteousness and is actively engaged in offering 
compromises which will lessen our testimony. 


We have recently been impressed again with the 
compromises offered by Pharoah to Moses and re- 
jected by him; compromises which Satan is offer- 
ing Christians today and which many are accepting, 


God had commanded His people to go three days 
journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to 
Him. Pharoah’s first reaction was an arrogant, 
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice and 
let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will 
I let Israel go.” But after four successive catas- 
trophies he is ready for a compromise. “Go ye, sac- 
rifice to your God in the land” he offers. 


Today Satan proposes the same compromise to 


us, as Christians. “Be Christians, but in my terri- | 


tory.” How gladly will he agree to our being 
“Christians” on his ground, engaging in business 
which is harmful to our fellow-men or continuing in 
personal sinful practices. 


Again Pharoah offered a second compromise. 
“Ye shall not go very far away.” The Devil speaks 
to us today, “Be a Christian but not a narrow one. 
Let the line of demarcation between you and the 
world be so dim that it cannot be seen.” How 
many Christians succumb to this compromise!! In 
ways of living, in personal habits, in amusements, 
in business dealings, in personal conversation; not 
one indication that they are “in the world but not 


of it.” So conformed to the life of this world 
that the unsaved about them see nothing in their 
lives to indicate that they are Christians or to 


commend the one who died to save them. 


Defeated in this second suggestion Pharoah offers 
a third compromise. “Go, but leave your children 
here.” 


In our own time Satan will compromise with older 
Christians if they will but leave their children to 
follow the ways of the world. One of the great 
tragedies of the Church is the fact that many 
Christian parents have compromised with the world 
for their children. For the sake of supposed plea- 
sure or social or business advantage they abdicate 
their God-given parental authority and _ permit 
children to make their own decisions, or openly 
agree to compromises they know in their hearts to 
be wrong. Only when God in His mercy and grace 
intervenes to overrule such mistakes is there hope 
for children so bereft of the blessing of parental 
authority and leadership. 


Pharoah had one final compromise to offer. “Go 
ye, serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your 
herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with 
you.” 


This sinister suggestion comes to us today. “Go 
ahead and be a Christian, but, leave your business 
and business dealings in my hands. You cannot 
be a Christian and keep your business on that 
standard.” Jesus knew this insidious temptation 
and warned us, “Where your treasure is, there 
wil] your heart be also.’”” Too many of us today are 
trying to serve God and mammon. Too many are 
forgetting that all material things are temporal, 
while the things which are not seen are eternal. 
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But, we believe this last compromise also had 
another meaning; certainly an implication of the 
greatest compromise of all the ages. 


It was these animals, which Pharoah suggested 
should be left behind, which were to be used for 
sacrifice. These sacrifices, offered at God’s com- 
mand, were slain in faith, typical of the One who 
was to come and shed His blood as a remission for 
the sins of the world. 


Is it not true that today the Devil will make 
any concession to Christians and the Church if the 
atonement can be toned down to a “magnificent 
gesture,” a “supreme example” for humanity? It 
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is through the blood of the Lamb of God on the 
cross that Satan is defeated and his utter destruc- 
tion insured. He will admit and permit any and 
every thing if that one thing can be omitted. 
Christian preachers and teachers, how we need to 
beware of this one final compromise! Without the 
blood of Christ there is no Gospel and no salvation. 


“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under- 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un- 
holy (common) thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace.” —L.N.B 





Science And The Bible 


By Ensign Preson P. Phillips, Jr.* 


Probably the most abused and misused word 
in the English language is one of its most common. 
Around this word is built the entire relationship 
of man to matter. Lest we in the Lord’s service 
also fail to fully understand the true meaning of 
this word, I feel called upon to express a few of 
a chemist’s ideas with regard to science. 


To begin with, let’s consider for a moment Ein- 
stein’s theories of relativity, which have brought 
forth so much acclaim in the realm of science. 
These theories, when first proposed, had absolutely 
no proof whatsoever. The theory of the oneness of 
matter and energy was just recently confirmed 
by the experiments on atomic energy. However, 
Einstein’s conception of the oneness of space and 
time still remains a theory incapable of proof, as 
does the theory of the curvature of space. Now 
the chemist is concerned with science in its true 
meaning, “A branch of study concerned with the 
observation and classification of facts, especially 
with the establishment of verifiable general laws.” 
Einstein’s theory regarding the interchangeable 
nature of matter and energy remained just that— 
a theory to the chemist until he was able to prove 
it by splitting the atom and observing the subse- 
quent emission of energy with corresponding loss 
in weight. However, we must continue to look 
with scepticism on such theories as the curvature 
of space. At present, there is no way of proving 
that if one sets forth in space, and travels far 
enough in an apparent straight line, that he will 
eventually return to his original point of departure. 


As we mentioned above, the chemist deals with 
facts. If two moles of hydrogen and one mole of 
oxygen are mixed, and ignited with a spark, one 
mole of water will always be the result. And in 
their reactions with other elements, hydrogen and 
oxygen will always exhibit characteristic reactions 
in relation to their atomic structure. These are 
facts, useful facts, the basis of all chemistry. And 
the chemist is sceptical of all theories until they 
are capable of proof. Not that theories aren’t 
very useful in helping the scientist ascertain true 
facts, but the scientist must be constantly alert to 
avoid accepting theories as facts, rather than what 
they really are—a good guess, based on all the 
knowledge available at that moment, but which may 
be altered at any time as more facts become 
available. 


The question you’re probably asking now is: 
“What has all this to do with Christianity? Where 
do we, as bearers of the Gospel, fit into this 
picture of science?’ Well, you may not realize it, 
but a true Christian is a scientist in the full sense 
of the word. He allows his life to be guided not 
by theories, but by facts, pure and simple. And 
it necessarily follows from this that any opponents 
of Christianity must be guided principally by theori- 
es, if they are to oppose the great truths of the 
Bible. It is far beyond the scope of this article 
to deal with all the facts-truths of the Bible. 
This is done very effectively in Harry Rimmer’s 
Frost Memorial Library. In this series he treats 
exhaustively the indisputable truths of the Bible, 
showing how each book, each chapter, each verse 
proves its own validity at the inspired and revealed 
Word of God. However, it may be of interest for 
us to treat some of the greater truths of the Bible, 
which are attacked on all sides by vicious theories, 
few of which are even good guesses in the light 
of the facts available to all those who wish to 
study them. 


We might remark at first that the atheist and the 
modernist always attempt to go at things in a way 
that they believe to be scientific. They’ll take 
books on anthropology, archeology, embryology, 
etc. and go through them painstakingly, even to 
every reference in the bibliography, searching out 
all subjects that may have a bearing on their case. 
However, when they come to the Bible, they go 
about the study of that Book in an entirely 
different manner. They go skipping through, 
searching out verses here and verses there. Then 
they either put them together one way to form 
an entirely new conception of God, or else they 
put them together another way to attempt to prove 
the Scriptures in error and undependable. 


For instance, let us take the story of the creation. 
So many of our Christians today, even to many 
pastors in our beloved Church, are deathly distress- 
ed at the very word, “evolution.” They are. so 
afraid that if they uphold the Bible story of crea- 
tion, that they will be looked upon as ignorant of 
the “Modern scientific theories.” But the story 
of the creation is not a mere questionable story 
which a Christian may believe or discard at will. 
On the story of creation hinges man’s entire con- 
ception of God—whether man shall believe in a 
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weak, impersonal god working in nature, or a divine, 
omnipotent God, working far above nature. Also 
to deny the validity of the Bible story of creation 
is to deny the validity of at least twelve books 
of the Bible, and hence is to deny the validity of 
Christ Himself, the Eternal Word of God (John 1). 
For as Christ is the Living Incarnate Word of God, 
so is the Bible the Written Incarnate Word of God. 
To reject one is to reject the other. 


Now the evolutionist generally believes that the 
Bible says God created the earth in six days. 
Then, this poor, misguided individual spends the 
rest of his life attacking a statement that exists 
nowhere in the Scriptures. If he would but read 
Genesis 1:1,2 and then the subsequent verses, he 
would find that it was the preparation of the earth 
for man that took six days—not the creation. In 
Genesis 1:1, we have the record of the original 
creation. Then, through some terrible catastrophe, 
probably during the rebellion of Lucifer and his 
angels, the earth “became waste and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep.” During 
this record of verse two there may have elapsed 
any amount of time during which the deposits of 
coal and oil and other geological findings would 
have all the time needed to satisfy the estimates 
of geologists. There is every evidence to prove 
that before the creation of man about 6,000 years 
ago., there was a prehistoric creation which was 
destroyed millions of years ago. 


This naturally brings us to the evolutionist’s 
second point of attack on the Bible—the creation 
of man. He objects to the Christian’s viewpoint, 
“In the beginning God” as an explanation of the 
phenomena of the universe. He says that it is in 
disagreement with the “scientific” findings of the 
eminent Professor Darwin and the long-bearded 
scientists at the Smithsonian Institution. In other 
words, God is a theory, evolution is a fact. 


Now let us look and see who is really being 
scientific—the Darwinist, or the Christian. The 
Christian, concerned only with facts, says “God 
created man.” He doesn’t say how, he doesn’t 
say with what. If he did, it would merely be a 
theory, as in no place has God chosen to reveal 
these things to us. Once a man studies chemistry, 
he finds that matter is made up of electrons, posit- 
rons,protons, neutrons, and possibly other infinitely 
small particles. But study chemistry as he may, 
he’ll never find how these particles were made, or 
what compels them to group together in such a 
manner as to form a living, breathing, seeing, 
hearing, smelling, thinking human being. Only 
the Bible can give an adequate explanation of these 
points. But the atheist says, ‘““‘What’s the Bible? 
Just another book. Why should I accept that old 
book rather than our “modern” scientific treatises?’ 


Well, at this point we find just how unscientific 
the atheist really is. To the one who studies the 
Bible with an open mind, searching for the truth, 
the facts, the answers to all his questions, to this 
same man comes an abundance of proof—over and 
above all he ever hoped to find. No man can ever 
see the Bible for what it is until he has studied 
it in its entirety in the light of God’s progressive 
relation to man. If at this moment I wrote a book 
advising business men what type of stocks to buy, 
it would receive little or no notice throughout the 
business world. But, if I had previously written a 
book in which I accurately predicted stock market 
trends for a period of several years, every man in 
the country would race to buy my book and would 
follow my predictions to the letter. 


— 


Now why do Christians flock to the Bible as an 
infallible guide to their lives? Not because it is g 
beautiful story book, not because it is written by a 
group of wise men, not for any of the reasons that 
men follow the teachings of great philosophers, 
A Christian accepts the Bible because it has proven 
itself over and over again to be the Word of God. 
Though the books of the Bible were revealed over 
a period of several thousand years, they are in 
such perfect harmony that it would be impossible 
for anyone that understands them to believe that 
they did have a common author. The Bible is 
not only completely accurate in its structure, but 
also unerringly scientific in the light of facts 
known today. For instance, the Bible revelation 
concerning the blood of man has recently been 
affirmed by medical science—the fact that man 
inherits his blood from his father, there being no 
connection between the blood stream of the mother 
and that of her unborn child, its nourishment being 
furnished by osmosis. Further, we find that the 
instructions which Moses gave the Children of 
Israel in the wilderness, regarding foods and the 
laws of sanitation, are the last word on these 
subjects. 


When the Greeks and the Romans, the most 
civilized people in the world, were picturing Jupiter 
with a handful of thunderbolts, tossing them here 
and there, we find a clear indication in Jeremiah 
10 that static electricity may be formed by the 
condensation of water vapor. No one can read 
the book of Job without seeing there clearly re- 
vealed the movement of the planets. If men had 
read Job 26:7, they would not have believed, as did 
the Greeks and the Romans, that the earth was 
held in place by means of poles, or resting on the 
neck of a man called Atlas. In Isaiah 40 it is plain- 
ly stated that the earth is a sphere, for the word 
there translated “‘circle’’ also means “‘sphere.’ The 
dimensions of the ark correspond closely to the 
dimensions of our modern ships, and incidentally, 
did you ever think why God told Noah to build the 
ark of gopher wood? It so happens that this is a 
form of cypress, which is the only wood in that part 
of the world that would resist rot for the 120 years 
required to build the ark. 


And so I, as a chemist, prefer to accept also the 
fact of God’s creation of man rather than the 
unsupported theory that man evolved from slime. 
The Darwinist finds a rock in which there is em- 
bedded a fossil of some being with a simple cellular 
structure. Immediately he says, “Eureka! Let us 
suppose this to be one of the first living things on 
earth—the first ancestor of man!” Every time an 
evolutionist finds what he thinks is an indication of 
the evolution of the species, he must say “Let us 
suppose,” as there has never yet been one shred 
of proof for the evolutionary hypothesis. Darwin 
used the phrase, “‘We may well suppose” over 800 
times in The Descent of Man. But the most scien- 
tific statement ever made with regard to the origin 
of the species is that made eight times in the first 
chapter of Genesis, ‘‘After its kind.” For that is a 
statement proven indisputably in the latter part of 
the nineteenth century by Gregor Mendel. Men- 
del’s laws have torn down many important evolu- 
tionary theories, and have shown the descent of all 
living things from generation to generation to be 
orderly rather than disorderly. Variation takes 
place whithin the natural species as a result of 
different combinations of materials already con- 
tained in the species. Nothing new is ever evolved. 
Apparently “new” species are merely variations 
within a closed system. Every living thing obeys 
the command of Eternal God to reproduce “After 
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its kind.” Darwin may choose to say “We may 
well suppose,”’ but I choose to accept the accurate 
scientific statement, “Thus saith the Lord.” 


And so, I challenge every Christian today to take 
a more definite interest in the relationship of 
science to Scripture. Do not passively put aside 
apparent conflicts between science and Scripture 
as “unimportant.”” God made both the laws of 
science and the Scriptures. They cannot conflict. 
Let us ever proclaim from the roof tops the unerring 
accuracy of God’s Word. If we are to place our 
faith in the Eternal Word of God, we must be 
prepared to defend that entire Word with our very 
lives, if necessary. Did He not suffer the agonies 
of the cross that we might forever enjoy His bless- 
ings in paradise? Evolution, carried to its logical 
conclusion, robs Christ of the glory of the Virgin 


Birth, of the majesty of His Deity, and of the 
triumph of His resurrection. We must ever pro- 
claim our faith in an all-powerful, all-wise, all- 
sufficient Saviour whose atoning blood and Eternal 
Word have forever settled every problem the hu- 
man race may be confronted with. 


“Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
(Hebrews 12:1,2). 

Research Laboratory, 


2 Washington 20, 








V. The Holy Spirit And 
The Church 


THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 


“But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 


Gal. 5:22, 23. 


Fruit is the expected product of life. It implies 
vitality, organic unity, and desirable completion. 
The vine lives; sends out shoots in its normal 
growth; and, when it is mature, crowns its life 
effort with grapes fed from selected riches of the 
earth to produce a fruit so enjoyable to creatures, 
that they will eat of it and carry its seeds off 
to produce the vine life in other places. 


ness, temperance.” 


Fruition is the final cause of a living organism, 
its purpose of life. In the beginning, God decreed 
of plant life that the earth bring forth the herb 
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after 
its kind, whose seed is in itself. Of animals, He 
said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind;” and God blessed the living creature, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply.” After the 
creation of man, “God blessed them, and God said 
unto them, Be fruitful and multiply.” In His memor- 
able last conference with His disciples, Jesus said, 
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit.” God created life, and gave living things the 
power to reproduce themselves. 


God not only gave living things the power to 
propagate by bearing fruit, but He showed His 
goodness by making fruit-bearing pleasurable. It 
was not just a poetic conception that the great 
prophet of Israel used, when He said “The moun- 
tains and the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.” Life rejoices, because it lives and looks 
forward to the continuance of life. The flowering 
of the trees express the joy of anticipation; but the 
harvest time is the flood tide of rejoicing, with its 
stores of food for the eater, and of seed for the 
sower. The higher the order of living things, the 


greater is the pleasure in fruit bearing, until the 
zenith is reached in the spiritual world, where the 


angels rejoice over the news of each sinner that 
repents and bears the fruit of the Spirit in his life. 


I. What Is The Fruit Of 
The Spirit? 


Fruit is an integral part of the organism from 
which it springs. As the sap of the vine integrates 
all parts of the vine into a living material whole, 
and the grape is the result of the life effort of both 
the vine and the life-giving sap; so does the Holy 
Spirit integrate the component members of the 
Body of Christ into a living spiritual whole to 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God. The fruit 
by the Church depends upon the fruit borne in the 
lives of its members. The fruit borne in its mem- 
bers is the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the 
Spirit is the likeness of Jesus Christ developed in 
the believer. This likeness of Christ is not an imi- 
tation of Christ, nor a mere serving of Christ, nor 
just the following of the teaching of Christ; but 
is fellowship with Christ proceeding from same- 
ness of nature. “Henceforth I call you not servants 
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; 
but I have called you friends; for all things that 
I have heard of my Father, I have made known un- 
to you.” Christ partook of our human nature, 
that we might be partakers of His divine nature; 
He is not ashamed to call us brethren. We be- 
came partakers of the life stream of His nature 
when we were born of the Spirit; but we do not 
hecome full sharers of His nature until the fruit 
vf the Spirit is produced in us; until we partake of 
the same virtues He exhibits: having Christ formed 
in us; being so like Him that others will take know- 
ledge of us that we have been with Jesus; being so 
identified with Him that our lives are merged into 
His, and each one of us can say, “To me to live is 
Christ;’’ being so closely joined with Him, that each 
one can say with the assurance of heart experience, 
“IT am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
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of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” 


This is the fruit of the Spirit. This is the goal 
of sanctification. For this the Spirit seeks; for 
this the Spirit yearns as the finished work in each 
believer, so that ultimately the whole Body of 
Christ will be composed of members in whom this 
fruit of the Spirit will be the crown of rejoicing. 


The fruit of the Spirit, definately stated, is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance; a nine-fold combina- 
tion of virtues, that furnishes a portrait of Christ 
painted for us by the Holy Spirit. Perhaps the 
question arises, “‘Why only nine, when a picture 
of Christ would require all the virtues and graces 
named in the Bible to present even an ap- 
proach to His infinite variety?” Is it not suffi- 
cient for us, that the Holy Spirit chose these nine 
virtues, because they are enough for His purpose? 
Let us illustrate this thought by using another 
figure, the rainbow, which God gave as a symbol 
of His own glory. Physicists commonly speak of 
the rainbow as-composed of seven colors: Violet, 
indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, and red. These 
are the so-called colors of the spectrum, as they 
are separated by passing a beam of sunlight through 
a prism. Really there are only three colors, blue, 
yellow, and red; the four other colors are blendings 
of the three primary colors; and these may be so 
blended into each other that we may get not only 
seven colors but an infinite number; all of them 
came from the single white beam of sunlight that 
contained them all. So with the spiritual spectrum; 
the nine virtues may be so combined as to produce 
all others, or they may be unified into the one 
named first, which is love. For God is love, and 
Jesus Christ is the full expression of love. He is 
the express image of God; and we, when we bear 
the fruit of the Sprit, become the express image 
of Christ. 


Note that we have been calling these nine 
excellencies virtues; they are also graces. As 
they inhere in Christ, they are virtues; but as they 
come from Him into us through the Holy Spirit, 
they are His grace bestowed on us. Then, when 
they are wrought into our character as the fruit 
of the Spirit, they become our own virtues, and 
transform us as the children of God into the living 
images of His beloved Son Jesus Christ. 


When we examine these nine graces, or virtues, 
that compose the fruit of the Spirit, we are struck 
with their tenderness. They are not of the sturdy 
masculine type, but rather of the weaker feminine 
type; therefore they might not appeal to some 
rugged Christian who would perfer something 
sterner to fight with. Well, if we want a fight, 
let us look into the Christian armory in the sixth 
chapter of Ephesians. Here is the equipment; 
Girdle, breastplate, shoes, shield, helmet, and 
sword; six pieces; five for defense, and only one 
for offense. Now look at the stuff they are made 
of: Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, 
and the word of God. Gideon equipment! It makes 
us wonder, and think the matter over again. 


Paul was a pretty tough Christian fighter. If 
we look over the things he had to endure, as listed 
in the eleventh chapter of Second Corinthians, we 
may be constrained to think that he had a spiritual 
fruitage that was a more enduring kind than the 
nine graces that form the fruit of the Spirit; but 
when we read on into the twelfth chapter, we 
find God confirming the power of His grace. Paul 
had a handicap that he wanted removed, and this 


is his report: “For this thing I besought the Lord — 





thrice that it might depart from me. And he said, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength js 
made perfect in weakness.”’ 


Are these graces soft? Taking them one by one, 
they seem to be so; but they are not to be so 
taken; they are to be combined into one fruit. 
Copper is soft, and zinc is soft; but join them into 
the alloy brass, and they are tougher than iron, 
Charcoal is soft and fragile; but rearrange its 
molecules in crystal form, and diamond, one of the 
hardest substances, is produced. The roots of a 
tree are soft and tender; but let one of them start 
its way in a tiny crack in a rock, and, by the mys- 
tery of life, it will burst the rock. Thus by com- 
bining, by crystallizing, and by living, those things 
that seem to be weak become strong and enduring 
and conquering. So the manifold fruit of the Spirit, 
when properly combined and crystallized and vita- 
lized, produces a character that may become ir- 
resistible under the power of the Holy Spirit. 


II. How The Fruit Of The 
Spirit Is Produced 


The fruit of the Spirit is in us and of us, and is 
from the Spirit. We are the co-workers with God 
in its production. The riches of grace from which 
we draw the elements of the fruit are stored up 
in the truth of Jesus Christ, by whom came grace 
and truth. This truth must be incorporated into 
our lives. 


Let us enter for a little while the Temple of 
Truth found in the Gospel of John. The Holy of 
Holies is the seventeenth chapter; we shall not 
enter it, for Another One is there before the golden 
altar restored to its proper place; He is interced- 
ing for us with the Father. We shall stop in the 
Holy Place of Remembrance in the earlier chapters. 
The lamp of the Holy Spirit gives the light; and, 
on a table is the shewbread of which we, as mem- 
bers of a royal priesthood, have the right to par- 
take. The Holy Spirit stirs our memories, and we 
hear a loving Voice: “I am the bread of life. This 
is my body broken for you. Eat ye of it. I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me. This is eternal life: 
To know the Father. As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. These 
things have I spoken unto you that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. 
If ye ask anything of the Father in my name, He 
will do it.” 


His love, His peace! The first three graces 
of the Spirit made ready for our communion feast. 
Again we hear the blessed Voice: “Eat ye of it. 
Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches.”’ Let us, then, eat with Him. 
The food is His truth, imparting grace. 


We must chew the food slowly, word by word, 
letter by letter, with the teeth of knowledge. We 
must moisten the truth with the wine of inter- 
pretation, and the saliva of understanding. We 
must swallow it with the retention of memory. We 
must churn and digest it with meditation and 
prayer. Then, through the Spirit of life, we 
assimilate it, and it is incorporated into our spiritual 
character as a permanent fruit; for Jesus said 
that He expected the fruit to remain. Thus we 
grow in grace, as we partake of the food provided 
by the Spirit. But we must do the eating; no 
learning is acquired without effort; God will not 
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inject the knowledge of truth into our minds by 
a miracle, no matter how much we pray for it. 


The mastery of a single truth enables us to master 
others. We climb the hill of learning step by step, 
to find new vistas opening to our view. Love 
brings joy, and joy gives peace. Longsuffering 
towards others flows from the combined effects 
of love, joy, and peace. Gentleness is the deve- 
lopment of longsuffering, and goodness is the re- 
sultant. Faith binds us back to God, and makes 
our fellowship with others truer and stronger. 
Meekness comes from conscious trust in God and 
recognition of worth in others. Self-control is 
the beautiful flower of all these graces that started 
with love; and, as the flower, it gives the promise 
of more fruit. Love includes all, and self-control 
concludes all; for self-control is “strength-within,” 
which is the evidence to the Spirit that His labor 
has not been in vain. 


Peter gives another view point for the process 
of fruition. Speaking of our call to glory and 
virture through faith in Jesus our Lord, he con- 
tinues, ‘“‘Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. And beside this, giving all dilligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and 
to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; and to god- 
liness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
love. For if these things be in you, and abound, 
they shall make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”” He begins with faith and ends with love; 
still it is the unmistakable fruit of the Spirit, but 
with a different taste and a different look. The 
same soil produces the apple, the peach, the quince, 
and the berry; each after its own kind, but all good. 


Ill The Joy of the Harvest 

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 
Him forever.” God showed His goodness by mak- 
ing fruit-bearing pleasurable. We glorify God by 
bearing fruit. We bring forth fruit first in our 
lives, by our own effort, plus the santification of 
the Holy Spirit; and, in the realization that we 
are being changed into the image of Christ, we 
begin to enjoy God; for we know this is the work 
of the Spirit of God, and that it will remain and 
grow richer with the ripening years; for He which 
hath begun a good work in us will perform it until 
the day of Christ. 


There is a happiness in this fru bearing that 
enriches our lives: To look in the mirror of God’s 
word and find our spiritual features unmistakably 
like Christ’s; to know that we have a voluntary 
part in this transforming; to see His crown placed 
upon us, because we have become worthy. This 
brings happiness; and it brings something else: we 
owe it all to the Son of God who loved us and 
gave Himself for us; so we lay our crowns at His 
feet, and say, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honor and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.”’ And our joy increases as we glorify Him. 


Because of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives, 
we have fellowship with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. We, too, are God’s children; 
we can talk with Him intelligently, for we know 
the truth; we have trained in the graces of His 
Kingdom; we have been clothed in the robes of 
His righteousness; and we have acquired the 
manners of His court; so that we are not ashamed 
to stand before Him. We belong! And there is 
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joy in that. We have become self-reliant, and 
can stand alone. Not that we lean on our old 
understanding, but on our new understanding, 
acquired by the fruit of the Spirit. We dare to 
think; we explore the realms of revealed truth 
with reverent appreciation. Perhaps, by the per- 
mission of the Spirit of truth who abides, we 
swing out on the wings of our quickened imagina- 
tion into the unexplored regions of thought, and 
bring back discoveries of our own for the good of 
mankind; for the fruit of the Spirit has given us 
the power of creative thought. So we exult and 
rejoice in the Lord. 


These are some of the joys that come to us with 
the ripening of the fruit of the Spirit. But there 
is another joy that transcends these seemingly 
selfish joys; and that is the joy of bearing fruit 
in the lives of others, of assisting the Spirit in 
planting seeds of truth to bring forth in other 
lives. The first happiness, and perhaps the great- 
est, is to awaken some dead soul to life by the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and bring salvation to 
that one; to be a soul-winner by carrying to a 
lost soul the glad news that Jesus Christ died for 
him that he might have life. To be a soul-winner 
does not require maturity, but it does require love 
and faith. If we love Jesus, we will keep His 
commandment; and believe that, if we ask any- 
thing of the Father in His name, He will do it. 
Thus we go out with joy on our mission of the 
bearing of fruit. 


God calls us to help Him! Think of it; what an 
honor; what happiness! Then He crowns our 
effort with harvest. We may not be called to do 
the whole task. Peter will plow the soil, and 
awaken the soul to attention; Paul will plant the 
seed of truth; Apollos will water it with eloquent 
words of encouragement; then God will give the 
increases. Yet Peter and Paul and Apollos are 
all of one, fellow-laborers with God; and each will 
receive his own reward, according to his labor. 


It is not always easy. Gaius is frequently 
opposed by Diotrephes who loves to have the pre- 
eminence. Demas, loving the present world, for- 
sakes the patient prisoner Paul. Others grieve 
his heart by departing from faith and making ship- 
wreck. But the fruit of the Spirit abides; and 
the faithful soldier of Jesus Christ is able to say 
with triumphant joy as the end draws near, “I am 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing.” 


Thus spoke the valiant soldier of Jesus Christ, 
who had often sown in tears; who had gone forth 
weeping, bearing precious seed, but now was ready 
to meet his Lord with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Lesson For August 18: Jesus And 
The Sacredness Of Human Life 


Scripture: Exodus 20:13; Proverbs 1:10-19; 3:- 
29-33; Isaiah 59:1-9; Matthew 5:21-24; 10:29-31; 
18:1-7, 10-14; Luke 9:51-56; Ephesians 4:32a. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 8. 


Psalm 8 suggests the reason for the sacredness 
of human life, when it asks the question, ‘‘What is 
man that thou art mindful of him?” God has put 
an infinite amount of thought into man. He was 
mindful of us in Creation, when He said, “Let us 
make man in our image,’ and then made him “a 
little lower than the angels” (R.V. “‘God’’), and 
then “crowned him with glory and honor” and gave 
him dominion over the other works of His rands. 
He was mindful of us in Redemption, when, in the 
person of His Son, He gave His life for ours. He 
is mindful of us from all eternity to all eternity, 
for He planned it in the ages past and will complete 
it in the ages to come. He is mindful of us in our 
Glorification, for we will be glorified together 
with Him. He made us with a soul capable of en- 
joying God to all eternity; He redeemed our souls 
and bodies with His own precious blood; He is pre- 
paring a home for us where we will be forever with 
the Lord. 


All these and many more reasons make human 
life a most sacred and valuable thing. One of the 
terrible consequences of the Fall was the cheapen- 
ing of human life. Beginning with Cain, the mur- 
derer, there has been a long line of Cain’s de- 
seendants who have filled the world with violence 
and bloodshed. We have just witnessed the most 
awful expression of this in our recent war with its 
atrocities and wholesale murder. 


The Bible is packed with warnings connected with 
this subject; we will study some of these verses 
briefly. 


The Command: Exodus 20:13. ‘Thou shalt not 
kill” (“Do no murder,” R.V.) 


God at times commands human life to be taken. 
This is not murder. Certain crimes are to be 
punished with death. Some nations are to be 
destroyed on account of their wickedness. God’s 
sub-rulers in the state have to administer the law 
and put criminals to death. Tkis is for the good of 
mankind. 


War in a wicked world is a necessary evil. There 
is no peace to the wicked. Good people, God’s 
people, have to live in this world, and get mixed 
up in its wars. Abraham had to fight, although 
a most peaceful man, to rescue Lot. Sometimes an 
aggressor nation threatens to destroy a peaceful 
nation, and that nation has to protect itself. Again, 
selfish nations attack helpless peoples and need our 
support. God sometimes uses His people to punish 
wicked nations. They become the executioners of 
judgment, as in the case of the seven condemned 
nations of Canaan, whose cup of iniquity was at 
last full. Most of us love peace but few are ex- 
treme “pacifists’”” who would not protect home 
and country from murderers. 


But war is evil. Sin is at the bottom and top 
and middle of it, mixed all the way through. To- 
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day, with our modern weapons, it has become so 
terrible that we shudder at the very thought of 
another war. Innocent people, men, women, and 
children are the victims of wholesale murder. The 
existence of the race is threatened. God cannot 
“smile” upon a world soaked in human blood, for 
blood defiles the land. He destroyed the world 
filled with sin and violence; the state of our present 
world must be an abomination to Him. 


Premeditated Murder: Proverbs 1:10-19; 3:29-33. 
There are those who “lay wait for blood.” God 
makes a distinction between planned murder and 
murder committed in heat of passion—and so do 
our courts. The former is more heinous. To “lay 
wait for blood,” to “lurk privily for the innocent,” 
“to make haste to shed blood,’’—these expressions 
point to a think-out, a plotting, which is indeed a 
horrible crime. And yet this is one of the out- 
standing characteristics of murders today. We 
have our gangs and gangsters who make murder 
a most profitable business. Crime is organized 
and committed on a large scale by “smart”? men 
and women. 


God will not suffer such people to go unpunish- 
ed. Even in this life they usually “lay wait for 
their own blood” and “‘get what is coming to them.” 
Our murderers, whether Hitlers or Al Capones, 
usually die horrible deaths, to say nothing about 
the judgment and hell in the future. 


Murderous Nations: Isaiah 59:1-9. God, through 
His prophet, is inditing a nation for their iniquities 
which have separated them from their God—and 
one of these national sins is that, “Your hands 
are defiled with blood” and that they ’’make haste 
to shed innocent blood.’”’ We naturally and rightly 
think of Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, with their 
hands full of the blood of Jews and Gentile, even 
the blood of millions of their own best people. Let 
us be sure that our hands are clean. Bloody hands 
of Americans are just as abhorrent to our Holy 
and Just God as the bloody hands of Germans or 
Japanese. 


Murderous Feelings: Anger, Hatred—Matthew 
5:21-24.. Jesus, the matchless Teacher, always goes 
to the root of the matter. In His heart-searching 
interpretation of this command He applies it to the 
feelings and motives of the soul. Anger toward 
our brother is potential murder, and often leads 
to actual murder. The cure is to “agree quickly” 
with our adversaries and get rid of the cause. 


Value of Men: Matthew 10:29-31. God takes 
account. ‘‘More value than many sparrows.” God 
notices when a sparrow is killed; how much more 
when a man is murdered. Do we for one moment 
think that God neither cares or notices when our 
earth is literally soaked with the blood of millions 
of human beings? When His own people are 
butchered ruthlessly by the thousand? If the blood 
of one of His own, Abel, cried out for vengeance, 
what about the cries from the ground of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa today? We can see the great 
throng of murdered people crying out, “How long’! 
(See Rev. 6:10). 


Value of a Child: Matthew 18:1-7, 10:14. “One 
of these little ones’’—‘‘little child.’ Even to cause 
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a little child to stumble is so terrible a sin that it 
were better for a millstone to be hanged about our 
neck and we drowned in the sea. What about those 
starving children, starving because their parents 
were fighting and murdering each other? What 
about those dwarfed and ruined children whose 
minds and souls we are murdering? Think you 
that God will not hold us responsible? Heaven is 
being filled with starved and murdered children; 
and hell, with their murderers. God would not 
be God if He let these criminals go free. 


Net destroy, but Save: Luke 9:51-56. These 
Samaritans would not receive Jesus, and James and 
John wanted to burn them up. Sad to say, the 
church has often manifested the spirit of James 
and John instead of the spirit of Christ, who said, 
“the Son of Man is not come to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them.” The church has been 
guilty of murder. The pages of Church History 
are red with the blood of martyrs, not only slain 
by unbelievers, but by church leaders. Thousands 
upon thousands of Protestants were murdered by 
the Roman Catholic Church, and the Protestant 
Church is by no means free from blood-stained 
hands, for some of the noblest of men were put to 
death by those who claimed to be Protestants. We 
feel like crying out in agony of soul, “How can 
such things be’’? 












































































































































The Cure for Murder: Ephesians 4:32a. ‘And 
be ve kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another.” Here is the cure. Now for the 
“practick part,’ as Bunyan says. Love men; re- 
member Christ; how He gave His blood, His life; 
how He forgave His murderers, and how He for- 
gives US. Human life, human blood, is sacred. 
How much more, HIS BLOOD. 

























Lesson For August 25: Jesus And 
Pure Living (Temperance Lesson) 






Scripture: Genesis 1:27; Exodus 20:14; Proverbs 
4:14-23; 6:20-23; 20:11; Matthew 5:8, 27-30; Luke 
2:52; I Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 5:1-6; Philip- 
pians 4:8; I Timothy 5:22c. Devotional Reading: 
Proverbs 2:10-22. 









Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. How we need to 
pray for pure hearts, pure thoughts, pure motives, 
pure desires, pure imaginations! We live in a world 
of impurity; only God can make and keep us clean. 


Our Devotional Reading (Prov. 2:10-22), shows 
us the vital importance of choosing the way of 
purity. Two ways stretch out before us all: The 
high way of purity, righteousness, happiness; the 
low way of sin, misery, death; the way of the good 
man and the wicked man; the virtuous woman, and 
the “strange’’ woman. Blessed is the man who is 
wise enough to make the right choice and follow the 
way of pure living. When wisdom enters our 
heart—the wisdom from above—we are delivered 
from the evil way and kept in the right way. 














Genesis 1:27: Created Pure. We were made in 
the image of God; created male and female. Our 
living together in the marriage relation was to 
have been as pure as the God who instituted 
marriage and said: “Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife.” It was sin that spoiled this beautiful 
and holy relationship and brought shame and sorrow 
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into our homes and into society. In the beginning 
it was not so. 


Exodus 20:14: The Law of Purity. The seventh 
commandment requires the preservation of our own 
and our neighbors chastity, in heart, speech, and 
behavior: it forbids all unchaste thoughts, words, 
and actions. 

Proverbs 4:14-23; 6:20-23; 20:11: The Two 
Ways Contrasted. The way of the wicked is dark- 
ness and death. Those who travel this way stumble 
through life and end in ruin and destruction. The 
wise man entreats us to “avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away.” He urges us to keep 


our heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
issues of life. 


“The path of the just is as the shining light that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
There is no sunset for the Christian. To travel this 
path of purity means life, health, happiness. 


The best book to help us is the law of our mother 
and commandment of our father. This is none 
other than the Bible, the Word of God. It will 
lead us and keep us and talk with us. It is the best 
safeguard against the way of impurity. This book 
should be implanted in our hearts as children, for 
even a child is known by his way, whether it be 
pure or whether it be right. Begin early to teach 
purity to our children. Provide an atmosphere of 
clean thinking, clean living, clean speech. It is 
a terrible thing to feed the souls of our little ones 
on trash—to substitute the funny paper for the 
Bible, and silly, often impure songs, for the great 
hymns of the church. Saturate the home with the 
Word of God and pure wholesome literature. Is 
the Bible really our “law” and our “commandment”? 


Matthew 5:8, 27-30 Pure in Heart. ‘Already 
in his heart.’”’ This is where impurity begins. By 
the heart the Bible means the whole “inner man”’ 
—Mind, feelings, desires, volition. Out of the 
heart proceed the things which defile. 


Luke 2:52: Purity means Growth. Why did 
Jesus grow as He did? What made Him wiser 
than all the teachers and doctors? He had the 
growth of ten because His heart was pure. What 
hinders our growth and development? Sin. We are 
dwarfed in body and mind and soul and influence 
upon others because of our sinful natures. We 
might suggest another beautitude: “Blessed are 
the pure in heart for they will grow unhampered 
by sin.” 


I Corinthians 3:16: A Temple of the Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Spirit cleanses and keeps us clean. The 
thought that we are the dwelling-place of the 
Spirit should make us careful to keep ourselves 
clean. It is a grevious sin to defile or destroy 
the temple of God, whether a building or a body. 
Let us beware how we grieve the Spirit whereby 
we are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

Ephesians 5:1-6: Impurity an Abomination to 
God. God is Holy. He says: “Be ye holy, for I 
am holy.” We are to-be “imitators of God” as 
dear children. Children should be like their 
fathers; and we are God’s children, if we have 
been born of the Spirit. We should walk as He 
walked. 


Impurity has many forms: “fornication, unclean- 
ness, filthiness, foolish talking, jesting:” all are 
abominable in the sight of God. They certainly 
do not “become saints,” who are set apart for the 
service of a Holy God. 
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The wrath of God comes upon the children of 
disobedience. He must chasten or punish—chasten 
His children, punish the wicked. 


Philippians 4:8: Cure for Impurity. It is not 
sufficient to “clean up”; we must “fill up.’’ Our 
souls, as well as Nature, “abhors a vacuum.” 
Jesus gives a fine illustration of this in Matthew 
12:43-45, a paragraph headed “the peril of an 
empty heart,” in one of our translations. The man 
who swept his house but left it empty soon had it 
full of demons again. When the Holy Spirit cleans 
up, may we be careful to fill the heart with good 
things. 


Our verse gives a fine list of these things; and 
tells us to “think on these things”, true, honorable, 
just, pure, lovely; things of good report and of 
virtue and praise. The best way to get trash out 
of a pond is to fill it with pure running water; 
this applies to the heart, also. 


I Timothy 5:22c: “Keep thyself Pure.’’ The idea 
of separation is prominent everywhere in the Bible. 





—— 


We live in a world of sinful men. It is easy to 
become partakers of other men’s sins. 


But our own hearts also are naturally sinful: 
they, too, must be looked after. We can withdraw 
from sinful associates; but who can get away from 
his own soul? The hermits withdrew from the 
crowd to keep from the contamination of the 
world, but they took their hearts with them and in 
the hermit’s cell were plagued with impure thoughts 
and desires. 

May we end our study as we began, with the 
prayer of David: “Create in me a clean heart, 0 
God, and renew a right spirit within me”? Happy 
indeed is the man who walks in the Spirit, for he 
will then walk the way of purity. 


The Temperance application is easily seen and 
applied. Self-control is necessary for pure living, 
but self-control for the Christian, is Spirit-control. 
Let Him have His way and all is well. Be not 
drunk with wine, but BE FILLED with the Spirit. 


Drunkenness and Impurity go hand in hand: the 
two are ruining America today. 








Young People’s Emphasis 
For August 
Aug. 18: What God Hath Joined Together 


Introduction 


When our first parents believed the half truth 
that the devil told them they plunged us all into 
the mess of sin in which we find our world, and 
many a man since that day has been deceived by 
believing a half truth. 


One of the half truths that we have heard over 
and over again is “True marriages are made in 
heaven.” That is true in the sense that God has 
a will concerning you and your marriage, and no 
marriage can be successful if God’s will is ignored 
or disobeyed. But that truth is false if it makes us 
think that as soon as we fall in love with the right 
person all we have to do is get married and live 
happily ever after by some automatic process. 
When the right person has been found true mar- 
riages are made happy on earth by day by day 
living according to certain sensible and Christian 
principles. Let us list some of these principles 
that make for an enduring, happy marriage. 


Principles For Successful Marriage 


1. Only Christians should marry. 2 Corinthians 
6:14-16. If a true believer marries an unbeliever 
there is a schism between them which they carry 
into marriage that will widen as time goes on, and 
as one is not a believer they have no common prayer 
ground on which to solve their differences. 


2. No couple should ever marry until they have 
separately and together sought the will of God for 
their lives. Proverbs 3:5-7. Do you and your date 
ever pray together? You had better before you 
consider marriage. 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 







3. An honorable engagement of proper length 
should precede every marriage. This seems un- 
neccessary to young people in love, but when seen 
in the light of the real purpose of marriage and 
the results to marriage for those who have ignored 
it it becomes a real essential. Matthew 3:18-19. 
Notice that Joseph was a righteous man so that he 
would not marry the girl to whom he was engaged 
because he felt that she had sinned, but he also 
loved her so much that he would not publicly 
disgrace her. Righteousness and consideration are 
prime essentials of a happy marriage, and in the 
period of the engagement we have the time and 
the intimate and personal contacts that enable us 
to find if the one of our choosing has these prime 
essentials, along with others. 


4. A public wedding ceremony is a good start to 
a happy marriage. Al] Bible weddings were public. 
For instance John 2:1-11 and Matthew 25:1-13. 
Experience has proved that secret, run-away wed- 
dings hardly ever measure up to what is expected. 
A wedding is an announcement to society and an 
acceptance of responsibility for society. Is a secret 
wedding really a wedding at all? 


5. Never let your love for each other become 
routine and never take each other for granted. 
Ephesians 5:25. 


6. Talk everything over fully and frankly, hold- 
ing nothing back from your partner. 


7. Be full partners in planning and spending for 
the family. 


8. Be willing to give and take beyond what you 
feel is your share. 


9. Plan for children to be a large part of your 
life. Genesis 1:28; Psalm 127:3-7. More and more 
people are coming to feel that prayerful family 
planning is proper, but no real Christian who has 
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normal health will seek to avoid having children 
and all Christians should want as many as the Lord 
sees fit to give them. 


10. Remember at all times that your marriage is 
“gntil death,’”’ and that if God is taken into your 
marriage and into al] its situations nothing will 
yrise too difficult to be solved and no trouble will 
come but what it will drive you deeper into a 
joving fellowship and closer to the Lord. Matthew 
19:3-9. 


Suggestions 


Every normal young person looks forward to a 
happy married life, but about 1 out of every 4 
couples who now marry with this hope end up in 
failure, and nobody knows how many couples stick 
it out for the sake of children or appearances when 
they are really unhappy. We must stop judging 
love and marriage by the perverted views of the 
moving pictures and magazines of our day. Your 
group could well have a frank discussion of these 
ten principles, for every day they are seeing the 
contrary principles all about them. 


a 


Aug. 25: They Endured - Can We? 


Introduction 


All of us have been to a track meet and seen 
the start of a distance run. In almost every race 
some one or two will early take the lead and be way 
out in front of the whole pack for several laps, 
then little by ilttle the others begin to catch up 
with them, and before the race is over they have 
dropped out altogether. They might just as well 
not have run. Christ Himself expresses the truth 
in the words,” If any man puts his hand to the plow 
and turns back, he is not fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 


ln the Christian life we are beset on every hand 
by those who make strong professions of faith and 
start with great enthusiasm, but when the going 
gets tough and other attractions call these drop 
out and we can’t depend on them. We have our 
Christian faith today and all the blessings that 
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it brings. We have it today because the great 
Christians of the past were able to endure in the 
face of every hardship and persecution. The faith 
has been handed on to us. We face great problems 
and hardships. The coming generation will have 
the faith only if we endure with the same courage, 
heroism, and determination of the giants of former 
years. Let us look at some of them. 


Heroes Of The Faith In Scripture 


The writer of Hebrews has given us a great 
Honor Roll of Faith, and in that list he has sum- 
marized the faith and works of great Old Testa- 
ment heroes. Read it through. Divide it up and 
let three or four read aloud the different portions 
of that chapter. 


In the verses about Moses we have fovr things 
stated that are necessary if any of us is ever to en- 
dure and accomplish great things for God. Study 
what Moses did. 


. Separation from the World. Refused. V 24. 
. Decision for God. Choosing. V 25. 

. Reverence for Christ. Esteeming. V 26. 

. Enduring to the end by beholding Christ. V 27. 


(How could Moses endure by seeing Him who can’t 
be seen? The unseen Christ becomes seen as we 
faithfully study the Word of God and direct our 
lives by its commands. We can only endure as we 
see the unseen Christ who is present with us at 
all times.) 


Suggestions 


The Honor Roll of Faith did not close with 
Hebrews 11. History is one long Hall of Fame 
lined with heroes of the faith. In this program 
you can have three or four give brief summaries 
of what some of them did, or you can have several 
present the life story of some one, or maybe you 
could have the group study one and dramatize his 
life and work. You can find plenty of help in the 
following: Kirby Page, Living Abundantly. Sher- 
wood Eddy, Heroes of the World Missionary Cru- 
sade. Margaret Slattery, He Took It Upon Himself 
(Short interpretations, good for radio skits.) 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
For August 1946 


Attendance of Secretaries of Home Missions and 
Foreign Missions, if possible, on Home and For- 
eign Missions Conferences, Montreat, N. C. 


Circle Topic: Getting Rid Of Our Besetting Sins. 


Auxiliary Topic: What Does My Church Teach 
About Marriage And The Home? 


Assisting with some summer projects locally, such 
as Vacation Bible School. 


Good month for reading a book long put aside. 


Church Women Witness Through 
Christian Social Service 


The following report is the record of service 
given by the women of the South Jacksonville 
Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 


Topical Summary Of Work Done 


Service Men: A new co-ed class in Sunday 
School has been formed especially for those who 
have returned from service. For those yet in 
service, our church paper is sent to them each 
month, and an excellent box of carefully selected 
and packed foods and gifts are sent to each at 
Christmas. Notes of service personnel appear 
always in our church bulletin and paper. 
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Young Mothers: 
has been formed to meet at night, so young mothers 
may be relieved of their home duties by their 
husbands on their monthly meeting date. 


A new circle of the Auxiliary 


Other Racial Groups: Officers and members of 
the Auxiliary have participated in interracia] con- 
ferences, with the desire to better understand 
their needs and to help interpret these needs and 
attitudes to the community. (Note: We should 
cooperate closely with the Council of Social Agen- 
cies in their current survey of facilities and con- 
ditions of the Negro population of Duval County.) 


Social and Welfare Organizations of Community: 
The various circles rotate each month in their as- 
signments for special services to Milner Hospital, 
Barrett Memorial Home, Hope Haven. Each month 
the free will offering of the Executive Board is 
sent to Opportunity House. Many bundles of 
clothing have been sent to Goodwill Industries. Our 
special project for the year has been sent to Hope 
Haven, where a Sunday school class has been con- 
ducted each Sunday, and parties given every other 
month for the children patients. In addition, many 
books, toys, cash donations, and visits during the 
week by groups and individuals have been extend- 
ed to Hope Haven. Many incidentals needed there 
have been supplied, such as lamp shades, bed 
jackets, etc., whenever the need is noticed. 


Other Denominations: Through the Council of 
Church Women, we have participated in and helped 
sponsor the Chain of Missions and the World Day 
of Prayer. 


Special Topics: Being hostess church for one 
meeting of the WMU, we heard the excellent talk 
on Dumbarton Oaks. During home and foreign 
mission meetings, we have reviewed and studied 
“These Moving Times,’ “Cross Over Africa,’ 
“Daughter of Africa.” 


With Men of Church: We shared with the men a 
review of “The Nazarene.” In cooperation with 
the men, we have established a mission, Southside 
Estates Chapel, having now a well established 
Sunday School and worship service in which our 
men and women still take an active role. The 
establishment of this Chapel required a great deal 
of visitation and groundwork, and is one of the 
finest things the church Auxiliary has accomplished 
during this year. Also cooperating with the men, 
the Auxiliary has started the custom of quarterly 
receptions for new members of the church. 


WMU: A delegation is always present at meet- 
ings; we are helping in the scholarship of our 
Negro girl’s college expenses; we always help in 
the hospitality for meetings, and have been the 
hostess church for one meeting. 


USO and Red Cross: Although I am not able to 
give even an approximation of the number of hours 
of service our members have given so freely, I 
can safely say it runs into several thousands, as our 
women have served in all capacities with both 
agencies constantly, as well as donating fruits, 
cookies, etc. for special occasions. Hospitality ex- 
tended to service people has been general in our 
membership. 


Aside from these activities, there is a very 
generous attitude toward others, which is Christian 
Social Service. Although impossible to list the 
many things, here are a few examples: a gift of 9 





— 


Bibles to an isoltated outpost of the Army off the 
coast of Florida; gift of an ample supply of sweet 
cookies to Milner Home, when it was learned the 
patients never had had enough; gift of 8 Bibles to 
Hope Haven; cash gifts to underprivileged families 
which have come to the attention of various circles; 
many hours packing clothes for Europe’s sufferers, 
In short, there has been a growth of realization 
that the Church has a social mission and obligation 
to those in need in our own community and abroad. 
Community leadership must come from the Church, 
else it is the wrong type leadership for the com- 
munity and world, now of all times, and Christian 
Social Service Chairmen should be the ones to 
emphasize that both in and out of the Church. 


Paper For Chinese Scriptures 


Three carloads of paper have been purchased by 
the American Bible Society, and arrangements are 
being made to ship it to China. In Shanghai, 
during the war, the plates of the China Bible House 
were hidden and escaped looting. As there appears 
to be binding material and printing presses in 
Shanghai, but a great shortage of paper, it is 
planned that the Society’s secretary in China, the 
Rev. Ralph Mortenson, will proceed as rapidly as 
possible, on receipt of the paper, with the publica- 
tion of Scriptures there. 


In the meantime the Bible Society is continuing 
to produce Chinese Scriptures in this country in 
order to meet the demand. 


The issuance of Scriptures, in China, during the 
last few years, has to be carefully guarded because 
of the efforts of speculators and hoarders to buy 
up even the paper of printed Bibles. 


—__— 9 -9——__— 


German Prisoners Of War 
Want Bibles 


Delmar Wedel, a young American who spent days 
in a prison camp in Belgium in order to brush up 
his German and take part in the daily life of the 
POW has written the American Bible Society: “In 
one section of the camp there were three Bibles for 
1,800 men—an appalling condition, especially since 
among the men there exists a demand for spiritual 
guidance and instruction. One prisoner said, “We 
look to the Christian nations for the Bibles and the 
religious literature that will enable us to find our 
return to God!” 


pee 


Sea-Going Cowboys 


‘Each month about 30 boatloads of cattle, for re- 
lief purposes, are sent from the United States. 
This program is sponsored by the Church of the 
Brethren. The Heifer Project Committee of New 
Windsor, Md., is in this way responsible for about 
900 cattle attendants each trip. The Committee ap- 
pealed to the Bible Society for copies of Testaments 
and Bibles that might remain on the boats and be 
used on each voyage. It was found that these 
“sea-going cowboys” usually had a little time while 
in the port cities for sight-seeing, etc. Some of 
the men, especially those who made repeated trips, 
have been taking bits of food, needles and other 
helpful articles for the war-stricken people they 
meet. The Bible Society provided them also with 
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Gospels to distribute to those who may hunger 
for God’s Word. The books have been furnished in 
Italian, German, French, Polish, Croatian and 
Yugoslavian as well as in English. 


———e —e 0 
Scriptures For Korea 


Scriptures are urgently needed in Korea. The 
American Bible Society has made an initial ship- 
ment of 2,000 Korean Testaments to the Korean 
Bible Society with an additional 8,000 in the process 
of being sent. A new edition of 50,000 Testaments 
will be ready shortly, the greater part of which 
will be sent immediately to the Korean Bible 
Society. All of these books are a gift from the 
American Bible Society to the Korean Bible Society 
and will be made available for all of the Evangelical 
eryoups in Korea. 


F{ UD" —'‘+*—= +. 


Wings For The Soul 


A Chaplain from Europe writes: “I wish you 
could see the eagerness of the people we have been 
able to contact so far, in the way they receive the 
message of salvation .which is in the Gospels and 
tracts we were able to get. 


“It seems as if these people over here are look- 
ing for something which they know little about; 
that is, a way to escape the many disillusions of 
life that are continually in their way as they 
seek for a better way to live. 


“Salvation through Jesus Christ is the only 
solution and you have helped provide that to a 
small portion of the people that are in need of it.” 


th a at 


To date just over one half, or $1,500,000 has 
been raised toward the $3,000,000 fund to supply 
Scriptures through the American Bible Society’s 
World Emergency Fund. Recently a request came 
from the Japan Bible Society for 2,000,000 Japa- 
nese and 100,000 English New Testaments. Similar 
requests for large quantities continue to pour in. 
Germany, China, France, Greece, Italy, Poland, 
the Seandinavian countries, all need to be supplied 
as rapidly as the books can be produced. 


If you have not made a gift to this special 
urgent need, will you not mail yours now to the 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, N. Y. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses, leading to 
A.A. and A.S. Degrees. Commercial. Aeronautics. Prepar- 
atory Department: Senior High School, with Tenth, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Grades. Refresher Courses for Vet- 
erans. Personal Attention. Christian Influences. Thorough 
Instruction. Summer Session Begins June 10, 1946. Fall 
Session Begins September 9, 1946. 


BOX B-12 — MAXTON, N. C. 

















“How shall they 
believe in Him of whom 


99 
they have never heard ? 


ROMANS 1014 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


Successful churches realize the importance of 
extending their message beyond the pew— 
into the very homes that make up the com- 
munity. 

Indorsed by hundreds of churches throughout 
the nation, Schulmerich Carillonic Bells are 
the perfect medium for projecting expressive 
and soul-satisfying messages of welcome, 
faith and hope—a dignified, effective re- 
minder of the church’s existence and purpose. 
The result of a quarter-century’s electronic 
research and development, Schulmerich Ca- 
rillonic Bells are noted for their clarity, bril- 
liance and carrying power. Easily installed 
because of their unique, compact design; they 
may be played either automatically or from a 
conveniently located keyboard. 


For full information 
write for our new 
brochure ‘The Sweet- 
est Music Ever Tolled” 


Address Dept. cp_7. 


OP Lreeg 


ELECTRONICS, inc 


ee 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS: SOUMD DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS - CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Young Readers’ Page 


Da Chi’s Courage 


By Miss Mary McCown* 


“If my father could only have had some food,” 
sighed Da Chi, a lovable little Chinese girl of ten 
or eleven years. 


Da Chi had been adopted into the Fang family 
when just a babe of a few weeks. Parents who 
didn’t really want another baby girl had given her 
to Mr. and Mrs. Fang, a middle aged couple who 
had no children. What cheer and sunshine she 
brought into their lonely lives! 


During the days of her early childhood, Mr. Fang, 
who had just a little education, was able to find 
work. They managed to get along in a simple way. 
As the years went by times became harder, prices 
higher, Fang’s health began to fail, and disease 
laid its clutches upon him. In those days he knew 
nothing of the love of Jesus. 


He was growing weaker, no longer could he find 
any steady work that he had the strength to do. He 
came to Tsingkiangpu with his wife and little 
daughter. Here some one was kind enough to let 
them stay in an empty room in an old building on 
one side of a courtyard, asking no rent. Others 
lived on the other side of the court. The room 
occupied by the Fang family had many cracks and 
holes. There was neither floor nor furniture. The 
bed for the three consisted of straw spread on the 
ground. Not even a cotton quilt covered them at 
night. That and other possessions had found their 
way to the pawn shop, and poor Fang was not able 
to redeem them. 


In the courtyard there was a small clay oven 
where they were allowed to cook, but they must 
furnish their own fuel. This meant that Mrs. Fang, 
also weak and under-nourished, with Da Chi, must 
spend long hours outside the city by the roadsides, 
or among the graves, gathering up wisps of straw 
or reed, dried leaves, dried grass, and occasional 
small sticks; then trudge back to the little bare 
room they called home. 


While Mother and little daughter gleaned for 
fuel Mr. Fang dragged himself wearily along 
streets begging for a little food for himself and 
his family. Yes, it must be a beggar’s life from 
now on, with heartache and suffering. Why was 
the world such a cold heartless place? Not he 
alone, but thousands were in desperate circum- 
stances. Why all this human anguish and suffer- 
ing? What lay beyond? Whatever his thoughts, 
few were his words. 


Part of the time Fang’s wife and daughter must 
beg too. It was in their life as beggars that we 
first met them, in our city of a hundred thousand 
people or more. From time to time they came to 
our home. There they found a welcome, some 
food to stay their hunger at the time and something 
to carry home; also a few extra pieces of clothing. 
Best of all they learned of Christ and of His re- 
deeming power. 

Occasionally Mr. 


Fang came too. “Can you 


read?” we asked. “Yes, I read a little,” was’ his 
We found he could read very well. 
Then we told 


polite reply. 
“We want to give you a Bible.” 





‘were so many needy families! 


him more about its being God’s Word, and the 
story of salvation in its pages. He seemed so grate. 
ful as he started away with his precious gift. 


Da Chi was especially eager in this new faith. 
She began to study a small book of gospel truth 
written for beginners just learning to read. For 
a few months she came frequently to our home to 
study. She learned quickly, understanding go 
well for a child of her age, expressed her simple 
faith in Christ, and learned to turn to Him ip 
prayer. 


Winter came on—dampness, cold, snow. We 
found a few warmer garments for them. There 
An old garment 
left there by a missionary returned to America 
was given to Mr. Fang, thinking it would not only 
be a warm garment for him but help in covering 
them at night, along with a small quilt given them. 


Why had Da Chi not come for some time for 
her lessons? Surely it must be they were not ven- 
turing far because of the wintry weather. We 
lived a long distance from them. One day Da Chi 
came walking in, and I was truly glad to see her 
again. After friendly greetings she spoke quietly, 
“My father died—froze to death.” A_ breaking 
little heart was trying to keep calm and self pos- 
sessed. How my heart went out to her! She told 
of his going out to beg, how in need of food they 
were—food was so scarce these winter days, and 
beggars so numerous. 


A weak and dying body, but a brave father 
heart had made a struggling effort to walk the 
streets again and beg for a pittance for his family. 
The aching limbs and skeleton frame could keep 
on no longer. In the street somebody saw a tat- 
tered beggar slump to the ground. He was carried 
back from his last trip. For a few days he lay 
on the straw pallet, too weak to rise. Da Chi told 
with tear dimmed eyes how he went to sleep that 
bitterly cold night, saying he felt better, no pain. 
How still he was when they arose in the morning! 
They thought him sleeping. Yes, truly a deep 
sleep—he had quietly slipped away from earth. 
There was no heat in the room—how cold that 
still form. 


Heathen neighbors remarked, “He died peace- 
fully—no fear, no suffering, no struggle. Yes, 
there must be something in this Jesus doctrine 
after all!’ What of the overcoat? I learned for 
the first time that he had not kept it long, but had 
sold it for a moderate sum (it should have brought 
much more) that would buy a little food for the 
family for a few weeks. After that was gone how 
hungar had pinched! I’ll never forget Da Chi’s 
words, related at the beginning of this story, “If 
my father could only have had some food, he 
would not have frozen to death.” Weak from 
disease and half starved he could not resist the 
cold. Then she looked up with a smile that I'll 
always remember, as one of the sweetest, most 
winsome smiles I’ve ever seen, in spite of the 
tears trickling down her cheeks. “But it’s all 
right now,” she said, “for he’s in heaven now.” 
A brave smile indeed from a brave little life, 
catching up its Christian faith and throwing it 
out in a beam of sunshine. Yet she was missing 
so sorely the father who had always been to her 
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a kind affectionate father. He had helped to 
teach her to read that Bible story book and now 
she knew it nearly all. And she knew the Saviour 
too. 


All this while it had been war time in China 
in occupied territory. So little could be done to 
help Da Chi and her mother. Da Chi must now 
go out and beg. The mother was frail and becom- 
ing more crippled. Now came the added sorrow 
of bidding farewell to her American friends, the 
missionaries, who were leaving to make the trip 
back to America on the exchange boat. They were 
to leave the city in army trucks, a trip planned by 
the Japanese military authorities, as the city was 
under Japanese jurisdiction. Some gifts and help 
were given to Mrs. Fang and Da Chi before leaving, 
and parting messages—messages of the love and 
care of God. We were not expecting to see 
them before leaving. But on that last morning in 
the city, which found a small group of missionaries 
perched on top of baggage in an open Japanese 
army truck ready for a long ride, a crowd of 
Chinese gathered around. Among them were a 
number of friends who braved the pressure of 
Japanese soldiers to see us off. Shortly before 
starting my eye caught sight of Da Chi standing 
in the crowd—a wistful little upturned face trying 
again to smile through tears. Her friends were 
leaving. We could only smile back. One mustn’t 
call attention to her as a friend of the Americans. 
I only hoped the soldier’s wouldn’t notice her. A 
prayer was breathed for her. 


What of her now? We do not know. But we do 
know that she was in the hands of a loving heaven- 


ly Father. If the world was too unkind, it may be 
that He has taken her to a far better home in glory. 


What does the brave little girl seem to say to 
you and me? “If my father could only have had 
some food, he wouldn’t have died.” China has 
multitudes of starving bodies and starving souls. 
What of the Bread of Life? The Master answers, 
“Give ye them to eat.” 


*Missionary to China. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “Ei”: 


(1) Converted at Philippi. (2) What John the 
Baptist called Jesus. (3) Pitched his tent toward 
Sodom. (4) Solomon says not to remove the old 
ones. (5) “Neither cold nor hot.” (6) A “certain 
beggar.” (7) What God sent into their soul, when 
He gave Israel their request. (8) The “Kingdom of 
Heaven is like unto ... ” (9) What Miriam, Uz- 
ziah and Naaman the Syrian had. (10) “Cedars 
of ... ” (11) A flower. (12) A bird. (13) An 
animal. (14) A physician. (15) “There is no fear 
MP cca 
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General Church News 


Missionaries Reach Korea 


Radiogram received by Mrs. W. A. Lintcn and 
Mrs. D. J. Cumming in Montreat, N. C., on July 3 
says that their husbands reached Seoul, Korea, on 
Tuesday, July 2, and are being “housed and fed 
well.” Address: Care Chaplain’s Office, Hq. U.S.A., 
M.G.I.K., A.P.O. 235, care Postmaster, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. —H.K.T. 


n= oe 


Mississippi Synodicdl Training 
School Is Held 


The annual Woman’s Auxiliary Training School 
of the Mississippi Synodical was held at Belhaven 
College, Jackson, June 17-22. Mrs. Charles C. Al- 
ford, President of Mississippi Synodical, was in 
charge. Mrs. Paul Griffin, of Houlka, was registrar. 


The following were members of the faculty: Miss 
Annie Tate Jenkins, Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Miss Margaret Archibald, missionary 
to Japan, temporarily working at M.S.C.W., Co- 
lumbus, Miss.; Miss Elizabeth Glasscock, assistant 
in the Children’s Division of the Department of 
Religious Education, Richmond, Va.; Dr. C. Darby 
ulton, Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions, 
Nashville, Tenn.; and Mrs. S. H. Askew, Field 
Worker of the Woman’s Auxiliary, Atlanta, Ga. 


Miss Bessie Lewis, Richmond, Va., was in charge 
of recreation. 


Inspiring vesper talks were given by Rev. A. R. 
Batchelor, Richmond, Va.; Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Rev. R. F. Sloop, Starkville, Miss. ; 
and Dona Cecilia Siqueria, Executive Secretary of 
Woman’s Work in Brazil. 


Fifty-one women registered, and there were a 
number of visitors daily. Forty-six received Aux- 
iliary credits and fourteen received Leadership 
credits. Mrs. Everarde Jones, having completed all 
requirements, received her certificate and was hon- 
ored with a party by the women. 


Other social functions were a tea on the campus, 
a garden party at the home of Mrs. Wallace, and a 
Dutch Luncheon at the Robert E. Lee. The ladies 
also visited the Governor’s Mansion. 


Summer Session Of Assembly's 
Training School Opens 


The 1946 Summer Session at the General As- 
sembly’s Training School opened with an enrollment 
of 47 students for the month of July. On August 1 
more than 60 additional students will be enrolled, 
most of these for the Summer School of Church 
Music and a few for courses in Bible and Religious 
Education. Guest professors include Miss Frances 
Query of Charlotte, who is teaching Methods of 
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Teaching Bible in Public Schools and Visual Aids; 
Dr. David Hugh Jones, of Princeton, who will teach 
organ; Mrs. Ruth Krehbile Jacobs of Los Angeles 
who will teach Children’s Choir Methods and con- 
duct a children’s demonstration choir; and Dr. E. 
T. Thompson of Union Seminary, who will teach a 
course on The Church Today. Other courses in 
Bible and Religious Education are taught bv regular 
members of the Training School faculty. 


Iverson Begins New Work 
In Warrington, Fla. 


We have received word of a splendid new work 
which has recently been started in Warrington, 
Florida. - This work is being begun under the 
sponsorship of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Pensacola, Fla. The pastor in charge is the Rev. 
N. E. (Ned) iverson, son of Rev. Daniel Iverson 
of Miami. 


In writing of the new work, Mr. Iverson states: 
“This community, Warrington, is unincorporated 
and is situated five miles from down town Pensa- 
cola, and adjacent to the famous Pensacola Naval 
Air Station. Estimates of the population vary 
from 15,000 to 23,000. There are many home 
development areas, with our building site right in 
the middle. This lot was procured by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Pensacola which is spon- 
soring this work, and which called me to Florida 
Presbytery for this purpose. We have around one 
hundred on our Sunday School roll, and a few 
more names among those who attend church. 
Sunday, July 7th, Rev. Daniel Iverson, father of 
the writer, preached for us, and our crowd grew to 
125. This is the capacity in our present meeting 
place, which is the only place in the community, 
a small grammar school without an auditorium. 
The most thrilling experience yet in our work 
was the decision of thirty-six children in our Bible 
School to accept Christ as Saviour. 


Mr. Iverson is a graduate of Davidson College 
where he was a three-letter athlete, starring in foot- 
ball, basketball, and track. From there he attended 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, 
and then served a year as pastor of Presbyterian 
Churches in Buford and Norcross, Georgia. Mr. 
Iverson was released last December from the Navy 
Chaplaincy, with which he served during the war 
years. 


—— 9 —____ 


First Presbyterian Church 
Yazoo City, Miss. 


Dr. Robert S. Woodson began his ministry in 
this church on February 11, after having served 
nearly five years in the Army as a Chaplain. 
Formal] Installation Services were held on May 5, at 
which time a very large audience was present for 
the taking of the vows. 


The membership of this church has been increased 
by over 40 new members; four new Elders and six 
new Deacons have been elected and installed; new 
hymn books have been purchased; the old manse 
has been sold; and a new one will be built as soon 
as conditions justify. Some $3,000 has been spent 
on the Caldwell Annex, which is being used tempo- 
rarily by the minister and his family. The Sunday 
School] has increased in enrollment and attendance; 
a new class for the young adults has been organized 
with the minister’s wife as teacher; regular monthly 


—— 


Workers’ Councils are being held. Dr. and Mys 
Doyle Seward’s family has presented the chureh 
with memorial chimes which were dedicated in ap 
outdoor union service on June 23. Mrs. H. N. 
Street of Centerville, Mississippi, visited the chureh 
in March and spoke to the ladies of the church, 
Plans for placing the Bible in the local schools 
were initiated by this church. A sucessful Vaca. 
tion Bible School was held during June. Dr 
Laurence F. Kinney, of Southwestern, spoke op 
Christian Education on June 9. A War Relief 
Committee has been appointed by the Session to 
organize this congregation for continuous service 
to the needy people of the world. Representatives 
from this church attended the several summer 
conferences at Belhaven College. , 


ee ee 


Miss Rachael Wylie Joins Faculty Of 
Assembly's Training School 


On September Ist, 1946, Miss Rachael Wylie, of 
Spartanburg, S. C., will join the Faculty of the 
Assembly’s Training School. Miss Wylie, a native 
of York, S. C. ,received her B. A. degree from 
Converse College and also attended the Assembly’s 
Training School. She taught in the public schools 
of York, and also at Converse College. For some 
years she served as student counsellor at Florida 
State College for Women, leaving this position to 
become director of religious education at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg, S. C. At the 
Training School, Miss Wylie will teach in the Relig- 
ious Education Department and be Associate Dean 
of Women. 


New School Founded By Presbyterian 


Minister And Brother 


The Rev. Ernest F. Baulch, former Principal of 
The Morgan School for Boys, Petersburg, Tenn., 
and Stated Supply of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Petersburg, has with his brother, James H. Baulch 
a former Junior College Business Manager, but 
more recently Business Manager of Gordon Hospit- 
al, Lewisburg, Tenn., moved to Park City, Ky., 100 
miles South of Louisville, and founded Baulch 
Junior School for Boys. Baulch opened for a 
Refresher Summer Schoo] in June in what was 
formerly the Mentz Hotel with ten boys in grades 
3 to 9. The formal opening of the school as 
originally scheduled is to be Sept. 9, 1946 with 
the beginning of the regular fall term. The school 
is of an unique type in that it is a home school for 
boys in grades 3 to 8 only and the capacity er- 
rollment is just 36. With such a limited number 
the Baulches plan to know each boy intimately and 
thereby be able to deal with them on a sound, 
constructive basis. The school is different from 
the usual boarding school in that everything, except 
personal items such as clothes, is included in the 
all-inclusive flat rate which is very moderate. 


The Rev. Mr. Baulch is not a novice in the 
educational field as he has had twenty years ex 
perience; and dealing with boys is not new to him, 
because he has had experience as a Boys Club 
Director, a Boy Scout Master, a Boys Camp cour: 
selor, and he has spent the last twelve years # 
Principal of a boys Boarding School. He holds 
degrees from the Universitv of Tennessee, Vander 
bilt University, and has taken work at Emory ani 
Henry College, Emory University, and Middle 
Tennessee State Teachers College. His brother 
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also well prepared and has had several years ex- 
perience in school work as have others on the staff. 


The Rev. Ernest F. Baulch is the Headmaster, 
his brother, James H. Baulch, is the Business 
Manager. Mrs. Ernest F. Baulch is House Mother 
and Mrs. James H. Baulch is the dietitian. 



































The Baulch Junior School for Boys has as its 
slogan a phrase that has been coined out of many 
years experience with boys and is one that they 
are endeavoring to make a definite reality, namely: 
“Baulch Builds Better Boys.” 


Located in the heart of Kentucky’s cave country, 
only ten miles from Mammoth Cave, the school 
takes its boys on frequent cave excursions as well 
as trips to other places of interest. 
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Sesquicentennial Celebration At 
Hebron Church, Commerce, Ga. 











The Hebron Presbyterian Church of Commerce, 
Ga.. Rev. H. Reid Newland, Pastor, will hold its 
sesquicentennial celebration on August 4, 1946, be- 
ginning at 10:00 A.M. The program for the day is 
as follows: 

10:00 A.M.—Doxology. 


12:05 A.M.—Opening Song: ‘All Hail The Power 
Of Jesus’ Name.” 
Invocation. 


10:15 A.M.—Welcome: Rev. H. Reid Newland. 
10:20 A.M.—Response: Mrs. Cleo Erwin. 
10:40 A.M.—Song: “How Firm A Foundation.” 
10:45 A.M.—Prayer: Rev. J. C. Blackburn. 
10:50 A.M.—Intermission. Fix for Communion. 
11:00 A.M.—Preaching Service: Rev. W. A. Cart- 
ledge. 

Special Music. 
12:15 P.M.—Noon Hour. Basket Dinner. 
2:00 P.M.—Reconvene. 

Devotional: Rev. Charles M. Gibbs. 































ilch 2:15 P.M.—History: Clovis Turk. 

but 2:30 P.M.—Open Forum. Time limited to three 
spit minutes. 

bi 3:15 P.M.—Benediction. 

ra Mr, J. H. Mize is Chairman of the Program Com- 
Mo mittee, and Miss Kate Johnson is Secretary. 

ades 
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pone Explains Federal Council Stand Of 

: ro Universalist Membership 

en- Grinnell, Ia. (RNS).—Answering a query from 
bet the floor of the Biennial General Council Meeting 
ani of the Congregational Christian Churches, Dr. 
unt, § Douglas Horton, denominational secretary, de- 
from @ clared that the Universalist Church has_ been 
xcept # barred from membership in the Federal Council of 
) the Churches because of the ignorance of most Chris- 





tians about the denomination. 





Dr. Horton, a leading advocate of Universalist 
membership, said the denomination is widely con- 
fused with the Unitarian Church. He added that an 
unofficial report in the Federal Council yearbook 
as given support to this confusion. 


_ “We in New England know it is not true, but it 
ls difficult to convince others, especially in the 
South,” Dr. Horton said. “A group of Churches 
has therefore been resolutely opposed to Univer- 
salist membership.” 












































The Federal] Council has been faced with the 
question whether it should include a very small 
church at the cost of losing perhaps six large 
churches, he explained, adding that while the Con- 
gregationalists, Friends, and a few others, have 
supported Universalist membership, Churches such 
as the Methodist have felt it necessary to vote 
against the Universalist in order to maintain 
Council unity. 





BOOK REVIEWS 


— 


THE CORINTHIAN LETTERS 
OF PAUL 


By G. Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell & Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10, N. Y. Price $3.00. 


——— 


SAINT PAUL’S EPISTLE 
TO THE ROMANS 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $3.50. 


a 


LET US GO ON 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas. Published by Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $2.00. 


<>. 


GENESIS 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $3.50. 


From time to time we have been asked to sug- 
gest good commentaries on various books of the 
Bible. We are delighted to offer these four for the 
consideration of our readers. ‘The Corinthian Let- 
ters of Paul” contains brilliant expositions of the 
two letters of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. Dr. 
Morgan was at his best when he produced these 
expository messages. Few are equal to him in his 
power of analysis and the ability to interpret and 
illuminate texts. The chapter that deals with I Co- 
rinthians 15 is worth the price of the book. 


“Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Romans” is an in- 
spiring commentary marked by exact scholarship as 
well as a devotional spirit. It rises above the usual 
dry-as-dust commentary. It was first published by 
the American Tract Society in London. It has 
been out of print for some time. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company has rendered a great service to 
Christendom by the republication of this volume. 
It merits our unqualified endorsement. 


“Let Us Go On” is another of Dr. Griffith 
Thomas’ works and it deals with the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. Dr. Thomas holds that Hebrews gives us 
the secret of Christian progress. This volume is 
not a verse by verse commentary but rather the 
development of the theme of spiritual progress. At 
all times the authcr endeavors to incite the modern 
Christian to possess the fullest and highest Chris- 
tian life mediated to us through the Priestly work 
of Christ. 


“Genesis” is still another devotional commentary 
by the same author. It pictures God’s dealings with 
the human race from the Creation to the death of 
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Joseph. The author is of the opinion that Genesis 
gives a key to the rest of the Bible. Throughout 
this commentary we are shown the marvellous 
scope of the Divine purpose. The author’s views on 
the authorship of Genesis are in line with our best 
conservative scholars. The expositions are of high 
order and contain numerous homiletical sugges- 
tions capable of fruitful development. 
—John R. Richardson. 


——_——— 


WOODEN CROSSES 


By Rev. J. David Scott, D.D., together with 
A Mission Trip To Mexico, by Dr. N. S. Cutrer, 
and The Land Of The Christless Cross, by Rev. 
Stephen B. Williams, D.D. Published by the Good 
Tidings Press, 48 Mary Street, Alexandria, La. 
Price 35 cents. 


These three stories of the work of the Mexican 
Missions are combined in an eighty-page booklet 
and published by Rev. S. B. Williams, D.D., of the 
Good Tidings Press. Each of the stories is an ac- 
count of the self-sacrificing work done by mem- 
bers of the Mexican Faith Mission, an_inter- 
denominational organization supported entirely by 
voluntary contributions. 


“Wooden Crosses,” by Rev. Scott, is an account 
of missionary work in Central and South America, 
as well as that in Mexico, and is a vivid narration 
covering eightéen years of travel by the author in 
these lands. The other two parts of the booklet 
are an account of the work of the Mexican Faith 
Mission against tremendous odds. Supported only 
by voluntary contributions, and strongly opposed 
by the Catholic Church, these missionaries are 
laboring valiantly on. 


Here, in this little booklet is a truly moving ac- 
count of a much-neglected missionary field. It is 
recommended to all who would learn more of the 
world-wide mission of the Church, and who would 
like to do more for the unchurched and unsaved of 
our neighboring republic of Mexico. 

—Harold Borchert. 


————— 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 


By John R. Walvoord, Th.D. Published by the 


Dallas Theological Dallas, Tex. Price 


$2.50. 


Dr. Walvoord prepared this treatise on the Holy 
Spirit for seminary students. It is in condensed 
form yet quite comprehensive. The first six sec- 
tions of the book are particularly illuminating. 
The seventh division deals with the eschatology of 
the Holy Spirit, and is the least satisfactory. The 
last part gives us a fine summary of the history of 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Apart from the 
author’s occasional lapses into certain dispensa- 
tional views we can commend this book as being 
safe and enlightening. The author has systematized 
his materia] so that it is easy to follow and laymen 
as well as ministers will be rightly rewarded by 
the study of this volume. We believe it will be a 
worthwhile addition to any Christian’s library. It 
will never replace the classic works on the Holy 
Spirit, but it deserves a place of its own. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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PRIESTHOOD IN ACTION 


By Bishop Wallace C. Conkling. Published by 
Moorehouse-Gorham Company, 14 East Forty-first 
Street, New York, 17, N. Y. Price, $2.50. 


The Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Chicago, II], 
wrote this book to make a contribution to the 
work of a pastor. The title is unfortunate as far 
as most Protestants are concerned in-as-much as 
the majority of Protestants believe in the priest- 
hood of all Christian believers. A certain amount 
of antipathy will be aroused from this caption, 
This, however, is the weakest part of the book. 
Although it deals with pastoral work primarily 
from the point of view of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, it contains much material that will be of 
real value to any minister of the Christian Gospel. 


This volume is divided into two sections. The 
first part deals with the administration of the 
Sacraments and the offices of the Church. As 
Presbyterians we could not subscribe to all the 
views expressed in this section, especially some of 
the author’s ideas of Baptism. The second part 
discussed the actual business of the church and 
the duties connected with the pastoral office. 
This section is both interesting and stimulating. 
Each of these chapters bristle with salutary advice. 
In the chapter on “The Priest Himself’ we find 
such friendly counsel as this statement on appear- 
ance and manners, “Just as for men in any walk 
of life it is extremely important for the Priest 
to be neat and clean in personal appearance. It 
is even more important for him than for the lay- 
man. Though he may not have funds with which 
to purchase many clothes, he should endeavor to 
maintain a high quality in those he has, and they 
should be kept clean and well pressed. Clergy 
who through carelesness have gone about their 
work with spots upon their clothes and with soiled 
collars and linen are certainly not an asset to the 
Church.” Bishop Conkling also warns the minister 
against the use of tobacco and states that it is 
most unpleasant on receiving the Sacrament to get 
a strong scent of tobacco. He points out also 
that it is very obnoxious to the sick. He futher- 
more makes clear the need for great restraint in 
drinking. We feel that this warning could be 
improved by insisting upon abstinence instead of 
moderation. Another timely warning is given in 
regard to the conversation of the minister. He 
stressed the fact that a minister should be more 
than a joker or entertainer. Some ministers, he 
adds, have been prone to say something bright and 
funny that their parishoners have come to think 
of them as wags rather than ministers of the 
Gospel. Once more, his insistence that the minister 
should take one day off for the highest welfare 
of his work, even though his work is never done, 
is wholesome advice. 


This book should be added to the bookshop 0 
Pastoral Theology in every Theological Seminary. 
—John R. Richardson. 


——_———— 


“LET’S ENJOY LIVING TODAY” 


By Joseph B. Hutchinson. Published by Chris 
topher Publishing House, 1140 Columbus Avenue, 
Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. 


The author served as a Chief Warrant Officet 
in the “Seebees” for a long period in the South 
Pacific. He wrote this book out of his own ex 
perience with the desire to be helpful to returnel 
service men. It contains some interesting insight 
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and useful suggestions. Its aim is for the better- 
ment of human relations and conditions. It seeks 
to place the right emphasis on proper habits, 
actions and thoughts. It is written for all ages 
of persons—the old persons to improve, the younger 
to avoid the dangers and take advantage of the 
opportunity for the better. 


The salient thought is the impossibility of achiev- 
ing a satisfactory degree of happiness without 
harmonious relations with other persons. It lays 
great stress upon happiness and the author states, 
“What you have learned while young helps or 
hinders your happiness.” 


There is an over-emphasis upon this world and 
the lack of appreciation of the stern fact that man 
must prepare to die as well as prepare to live. 
The volume is homocentric rather than theocentric. 
The discriminating reader can find fresh approaches 
to the Decalogue in this book, but inadequate 
counsel for the eternal prilgrimage of the immortal 
soul, John R. Richardson. 


—-—____— 


Foundations for Reconstruction 


By Elton Trueblood. Published by Harper and 
Brothers, New York, N. Y. 109 pages. $1.00. 


The problem of our time is the ethical problem, 
and the mandatory need, writes Elton Trueblood, is 
the discovery or recovery of an ethica] creed that 
can give Western man, at this junction in his 
history, steady moral guidance. We do not need 
to hunt for such an ethical creed; we already have 
it in the Ten Commandments. A good society 
cannot be constructed or reconstructed without 
reference to them. “The truth is that, in our task 
of rebuilding a shattered civilization, the ancient 
moral law comes to us again with a startling rel- 
evance. It does not provide the superstructure, but 
it does provide the foundation, and it is the foun- 
dation which we must build first.” 


The author devotes a chapter to each of the 
commandments, indicating their relevance to the 
present world situation. A few examples of his 
application will suffice. In connection with the 
first commandment he points out that only the 
believer in the Living God has logical basis of op- 
position to tyranny. “The entire doctrine of the 
rights of man is theological basis.’”” God is the 
fountain head of democracy. “If we want to have 
One World, the only way to begin is by the re- 
cognition of our dependence on the One God.” 
With reference to the eigth commandment True- 
blood shows the present importance of veracity: 
“All the elaborate plans which we make about the 
control of the atomic bomb are bound to fail of 
their purpose unless those who agree to the con- 
trols are personally trustworthy.” 


The argument of this little book is of tremendous 
importance for today. What the author fails to do, 
however, is to declare that men stand condemned 
and helpless before the ancient Law. 
need is to be justified and born again unto a 
newness of life. They can find that in the Lord 
—_ Christ alone, for there is salvation in none 
other. 

—Adrian De Young. 
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INSPIRATIONAL AND 
DEVOTIONAL VERSE 


Compiled by Bob Jones, Jr. Published by Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $2.50. 


Since most of our lives are more or less filled 
with routine and prosaic affairs, it is beneficial to 
our higher natures to take a little time each day 
for the reading of sacred poetry. The compiler of 
this voume of 365 choice poems has felt this need 
and endeavored to meet it by bringing together 
these inspirational and devotional messages in 
poetry. In introducting this volume the author 
states: ‘‘Most of the poems included herein have 
definite literary value. A few, I must confess, 
have not, but all have heart appeal. Some are new 
and are printed here for the first time. Others 
have been out of print so long that they will seem 
new to many readers. Some will be recognized as old 
favorites. Others unfamiliar to the average reader 
will become old friends as they are read again 
and again and are treasured in the memory.’ 

These poems have an evangelical flavor and 
should prove edifying to any reader. A helpful 
feature of this book is a well-arranged topical 
index. —John R. Richardson. 
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THESE LIVE ON 


Compiled by Clyde H. Dennis, Good News, Inc., 
Chicago, Ill. Price $2.00. 


A collection of stories and testimonials which 
purport to show the special grace of God in the 
lives of service men in the recent war. The spirit 
of evangelical Christianity is constant and the 
supernatural is consistently avowed, to the point, 
perhaps, where doctrinally mature readers might 
be hard pressed to evaluate the precise Christian 
meaning of the ideas expressed. One must bear 
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in mind that most of the stories are written by 
young men, and without it would seem, theological 
reflection. It is well to bear in mind also that there 
are many Christians whose loved ones were lost in 
war, or fearfully maimed in body or mind, or both, 
who must be protected from the implication that 
their sorrow or loss, probably sustained without 
any spiritual flourish, indicates that in their cage 
God had abandened his own. We rejoice in the 
manifest merey of God and in all things His will is 
holy, just, and must go unchallenged. 


—William D. Gray. 








The Marks Of A Christian 


By Rev. Chas. S. Sholl, D.D.* 


“And the disciples were first called Christians 
in Antioch.” Acts 11:26. 


The word Christian occurs only three times in the 
Bible. Besides its use in our text, it appears later 
in the Book of Acts where we have Agrippa saying 
to Paul, “‘Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian,” and in the First Epistle of Peter where that 
Apostle gives the exhortation, “Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed.” But 
this word, so seldom found in the Scriptures, came 
into common and widespread use early in the 
Christian era, and that has been true of it ever 
since. However, as a name descriptive of persons 
it is now often loosely used. For instance, those 
who belong to a race or nation in which Christian- 
ity is the leading religion are sometimes called 
Christians regardless of their personal character. 
Thus they are designated Christians in contrast to 
Jews, Mohammmedans, heathen. Moreover, it is 
common, by way of courtesy and convenience, to 
speak of all professing Christians and church mem- 
bers as Christians. 


But “all that glitters is not gold.” All whom 
others call Christians are not Christians. All who 
call themselves Christians are not. All who think 
themselves Christians are not. What then is it 
to be a Christian in the highest and best sense? 
In general it may be said that a real, bona fide 
Christian is one who is rightly related to Jesus 
Christ. His life is Christ-centered. It was because 
of their devoted allegiance to Christ that His 
disciples were first called Christians at Antioch. 
But to be more specific and definite, let us see 
what are the principal marks of a true Christian. 


I. A Christian Trusts Christ. 


Adherents of the Christian movement are de- 
scribed as believers, or believing, several times in 
the Book of Acts. See Acts 2:44!; 4:322; 5:143. 
Christians are believers in and on Christ. They re- 
spond obediently to the gospel and command: “Be- 


lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.”’ 


'!And all that believed were together. 


?And the multitude that believed were of one 
heart. 


3And believers were the more added to the 
Lord. 


This saving faith is more than believing with the 
mind that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the 
Savior of sinners. It is acting upon that conviction. 
Faith in a bridge believes it will hold up under the 
weight of one’s car and ventures to drive on and 
over it. So faith in Christ is believing that He is 
willing and able to save sinners and entrusting 
ourselves as sinners to His saving grace. It is trust- 
fully depending upon Him for forgiveness, cleans- 
ing, healing, grace to lead Christ-like lives, and 
all the other benefits of redemption. 


Such a faith finds utterance in prayerful avowals 
like this: 

“Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die.” 


It was as a Christian—one of the greatest of all 
time—that Paul wrote, ‘And the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God 
who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 


When Faraday—noble Christian, as well as noted 
scientist—was on his death-bed, he was asked, 
“What are your speculations?” “Speculations,” 
he replied, “I have none, I am resting on certain- 
ties. ‘I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him.” 


A true Christian trustfully commits himself to 
Christ as his Savior for life, death, and eternity. 


Il. A Christian Loves Christ 


Peter, writing to Christians who had never seen 
the Lord Jesus Christ, has this to say as to their 
relationship to Him, ‘“‘Whom having not seen ye 
love.” True faith in Christ leads to a sincere love 
for Him. Personal love for a personal Savior 1s 
a basic and distinguished feature of the Christian 
religion. Christians differ as to their circumstan- 
ces, talents, temperaments and certain of their 
doctrinal views. But all are alike in loving Jesus 
Christ. 


The two noble Bethany sisters, Martha and Mary, 
were quite different from each other. Martha was 
of an active, energetic nature—a capable, bustling 
housekeeper whose delight it was to prepare an 
serve fine meals for her guests. Mary, on the 
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other hand, was quiet and contemplative in dis- 
position. It was her delight, when Jesus was in her 
nome, to sit at His feet and hear His word. But 
poth loved him trustfully and devotedly, and each 
sought in her own way to minister to His pleasure 
and comfort. 


Among the Apostles, Peter, John and Paul were 
men of varied gifts and personality. Peter was 
warm-hearted and impulsive—quick to act and 
speak, sometimes to the point of rashness. John 
was the mystic among the original Twelve. He 
loved to brood over and find the deeper spiritual 
significance of our Lord’s words and works. Both 
were able men but “unlearned” in the sense of 
being untrained in the higher arts and sciences of 
their day. Paul was a profound and logical thinker, 
as well as a man of daring initiative and enterprise. 
Moreover, he was widely cultured for his day and 
time. As a young man, he had been a student of 
the famous rabbi and teacher, Gamaliel. 


But all three of these outstanding apostles were 
ardent lovers of Christ. In answer to His question 
—“the ultimate question’”—‘“Lovest thou Me?,” 
they could all well say, “Thou knowest all things, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.” Some Christians 
love Christ more, some less. But all do love Him. 
All of us should love Him much more than we do. 
Our earnest prayer should be, 


“More love to Thee, O Christ, 
More love to Thee.” 


He expects and requires of us that we love Him 
“first and best of all.” He has inealculably 
strengthened and enriched family life and ties. Yet 
He said, “He that loveth father and mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth 
a eae daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
me. 


Christ Jesus infinitely deserves the supreme 
devotion He demands of His followers. This is 
true both because of what He is in person and in 
character—the Son of God, supremely holy, and 
because of His marvelously great love for us. To 
esteem Him aright is to say with the Indiaa convert, 
se saw Jesus with my heart, and He stole my heart 
away.’ 


Loving Him as we should, we will revently and 
gratefully dedicate ourselves to Him. Such a 
dedication will fitly express itself in the following 
modification of the familiar ‘Now I lay me down 
to sleep” of childhood: 


“Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep; 
And wake I soon or wake I never, 

I give my soul to Christ forever.” 


Ill. The Christian Obeys Christ 


‘The Master makes it very clear that obedience to 
Him is the proof of love for Him. Thus He declares, 
“If ye love Me, ye will keep My commandments;” 
and again, “He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me”; and still 
again, “Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.” 


This test is a most reasonable one. We like to 
please those whom we love. It gives us pleasure 
to be and do what they desire of us. Here is a 
borrowed illustration. Three children came to their 
mother one morning, each telling her, “Mother, I 
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love you.” She asked each of them to perform some 
small task for her. The first refused and went his 
way. The second readily promised to do what was 
asked of him, and straightway forgot his promise. 
The third gladly promised to do what his mother 
asked and did so. Which of the three really and 
truly loved his mother? The answer is simple. 
Children hearing this story will rightly know and 
say that it was the one who did what his mother 
asked him to do. 


Now no Christian perfectly obeys Christ in this 
life. But a genuine Christian does persevere in an 
honest endeavor to do the Master’s will in all 
things. The prevailing aim and trend of his life 
is towards a perfect obedience. This is exemplified 
in the Apostle Paul, one of the greatest Christians 
of all time. After years of rich experience in 
Christian living, he frankly confessed, “‘Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect.”” But he was able sincerely to add, “but 
I follow after—I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


As Leslie Weatherhead well reminds us, “The 
Christian is not the person who has arrived—The 
Christian is the person who has got on the road 
that leads him where he wants to get.”’ And on that 
road he presses on, until at length it shall bring him 
where he shall see the glorified Redeemer ‘“‘as He is” 
and forever render Him a perfect obedience. 


These then are the essential marks of a true 
Christian. He trusts Christ, loves Christ, obeys 
Christ. They furnish us a yard-stick by which we 
may measure ourselves. If in the light of them 
we are not Christians, it is high time that we should 
begin to be. ‘Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold now is the day of salvation.” 


If we do trust, love, and obey Christ Jesus, then 
we should ever aim and pray to trust Him more 
implicitly, to love Him more fervently, to obey 
Him more fully and faithfully. This He will grac- 
iously enable us to do. From Him there flows the 
grace to live most usefully and nobly. 


Louis Pasteur, at thirty-three years of age, was 
a physical wreck. Paralyzed on one whole side, he 
was unable to fight for his beloved France then 
at war, or render her other immediate physical as- 
sistance. So he was subjected to the scorn of his 
fellow-townsmen, who taunted him with being a 
useless person, eating food which others needed. 
This so wounded him that he one day came home 
in tears. Yet on that very day he said to his wife, 
“T have something to give France that men with 
swords cannot give.” Inspired by that conviction 
and the love of truth and humanity, he did make 
scientific discoveries which have been a blessing to 
mankind. Today his is a highly honored name, 
while his detractors have heen forgotten. And in 
his later years he gave this testimony: “Christ 
made me what I am.” 


It is a familiar saying that an honest man is the 
noblest work of God. A broader, deeper declara- 
tion would be that a Christian—man, woman or 
child—is the noblest work of God among men. 
That is what Christ Jesus, the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners will more and more make of us 
as we trust, love and obediently follow Him. 


*New Orleans, La. 
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